


E CASTLE OVERLOOKS A MOUNTAIN PASS.
ITS OWNER HAS GROWN RICH ON TARIFFS, BUT
WEALTH ALONE DOES NOT SATIS

DESIRES. . WITHIN THE CASTLES OWNER WAS A

FY AL
TERRIBLE NEED THAT HAD LONG SINCE
DECAYED INTO EVIL MONOMANIA, ANO IT
WAS THIS UNHOLY LONGING THAT NOW
FORCED THE SORCEROR..DA
CASTLE OF COUNTESS MALEVA

N,T0 THE

MALEVA WILL WELL, IT'S ABOUT TIME/
SEE You Now /

SHE KIDNAPS ME, BRINGS
O

ME HUNDREDS OF MILES
THIS FORSAKEN LAND
AND THEN T AMUST WAIT TWO
OAYS BEFORE SHE WILL

SEE ME [/

OOorH ! MAL

VA, MY DEAR, I DIDN'T
REALIZE YOU WERE SO YOUNG.

vou AR MISTAREN, WP I AM OVER
SORCERER... THAT

IS A NIECE

MARIANNE.

ART AND STORY BY

RICHARD CORBEN



CONTROL YOURSELF , DARMAN / IT | |3 LEAVE US NOW,CHILD... T MUST SHE 15 BEAUTIFUL
SEEMS ayY BEAUTY HAS ASTOUNDED | N ISN'T SHE, DARMAN
YOU... BUT POOR MARIANNE .. T AM ES i\

CONCERNED OVER HER FAILING HEALTH!

! .

SIMPLY GIVE ME THE BEAUTY ] YOU WILL CAST
MARIANNE Possesespgwn W, To
U
1

A SERVANT BROUGHT FORTH A CHEST
ANP SET T BEFORE THE SORCERER...

|
1
.. MAKE THIS GROTESQ
ESH OF MINE LOVELY AS
MHERS/

MOUNTAIN,. THE COL,
FROZEN MOUNTA)

SECRET,
SIMISTER PURPOSE.,,




AUNT MALEVA, COULD WE STOP SOON 2 THERE IS THE CAVE, MARIANNE !

1 FEEL SO DROWSY..T CAN BARELY ME THINKS THE GIRL THE SORCERER SHALL SOON
STAY ON THE HORSE... IS DRUGGEDR /! A

JUST A BIT FURTHER,MY

HERE DARLING., DRINK THIS! ) .
You'LL FEEL BETTER ‘

IS EVERYTHING READY ? || Goor !l You wiLL MAKE WAIT! SHE'LL

THE SPELL WILL CAUSE THE SPELL TOMORROW ! | OUT THERE

ME TO BE LIKE HER IN N

STRUCTURE AND APPEAR:

ANCE ONLY...IS THIS
RIGHT 2

AND WHILE
MARIANNE'S
B BLOOMS,

SO TOO SHALL |
YOURS,BUT...




FIEND ! SHE 1S MONSTROUS
IN FAR MORE THAN MERE
LOOKS..! THE GIRLS sow
r.:AY
r.fnr-‘ul.,
ONCE

SORCERER ! [T IS TIME... A COI
CLEAR ICY DAWN..HEH HEH
QUR LITTLE BEAUTY IS FROZEN..
FROZEN FOREVE

AS THE UNHOLY CEREMONY (" Epaity, DARMAN'S MOANING RITUAL REACHEP A VIOLENT CRESCENDO ! 7
SHRIEKING, HE FELL TO THE CAVERN FLOOR /N A FAINT ¢! MALEVA
TWITCHED, HAD THE SORCERER FAILED 2 THEN HER FACE inpoATED,
TWISTED. WE SKIN SHRANK AGAINST TIGHTENING MUSCULATURE.. . SLOWLY,
PAINFULLY THE CYCLE OF TRANSFORMATION MOVED 7O A MIRACULOUS ENG .




YES, YES .. AT LAST! ITSME...ANC TM

! LEVA, . IVE DONE AS
BEAUTIFUL! tclecies: YES,IT'S AMES iy

XOUR s?EVéARD.‘ 2 1
H, YES...GIVE HIM
ARD !

HIS REWH

COLLECT MY REWARD
AND BE ON MY WaY !

HURRY ! SEAL THE CAVERN'S MOUTH WITH
ROCKS AND SNOW ! I WANT AOTM/ING
To PISTURB THESE TwO !

MONST
GROSS, UNNATURAL
MONSTER AAGH.,




THE COUNTESS'S CHANGE /N APPEARANCE GAVE HER VAST NEW INTEREST IN LIFE. FOR EACH OF THE
FOLLOWING EVENINGS, GAY REVELS WERE HELD IN THE CASTLE .. AND NONE WERE GAYER THAN MALEVA...

T-THE AND HER
FLESH...
ACHOKE PARTS OF

SHE'S BEEN HER FLESH
DISMEMBER: ARE

LARMAN _ HUNCHEP N.EAR 7HEFIRE AGA!‘N,S‘T THE CAVES BITTER AND OF COURSE , THERE WP-S ONLYGNE
COLD, THE SAME T MAD STOPPED THE BLEEDING HE COULD GET T ! FOR

JV HE WwouLe 8E ABI-E TO DIG FREE, DAYS DARMAN WAS REVULSED BYTHE
DEA.. THEN, WITH SLOW STARVATION

oF .Z”5 WG S50
BUT FIRST, HE NEEPED NouﬂfSHMfN
h _— Eacnic HIM HE REALIZED S HAT T
WOULD DO To MALEVA..
L.AND AS You

D
SAW, THE SORCER-
ERS 'VENGEANCE
MADE ‘THE
MONST]
MALEVA GD.ALL
PIECES




ART BY RICHARD CORBEN/STORY BY DONALD F. McGREGOR



T7 15 THE 22N OF FEBRUARY. THE MORMING TABLOIDS SCREAM THEIR LURID
LINES 7O A PLBLIC THAT HAS BECOME INNURED TO SADISTIC VIOLENCE. IT
SEEMS TO OCCUR AS REGULARLY AS THE WAY THEY DRINK THEIR MORNING
COFFEE. BUT DETECTIVE 2NP GRADE DAVID TURNER HAS NOT YET BECOME
INNURED Zo THE Voz.gggg gs HAS ‘mo RE%E%V VISITED THE SIGHTS

L RIGHT, DAVE ROUGH NIGHT, HOW MANYDOES
WHAT HA\/E vod HUHZ £ THIS MAKE FOR
THE NEWSPAPERS

"MYSTERIOUS

\ HITCH-HIKE

N/NE. FIVE NIGHTS OF - SO THE‘?’ PICKED Him UpP SOME
SLAUGHTER. SAME E AFTER THAT WELL WE
M.O. THIS TIME ? 4 i CAN MAP H[S ROUTE A BIT

FARTHER THEN
SEEMS THAT WAY.
LIKE THE OTHERS, THEY
PICKED HIM UP. A GAS
STATION ATTENDANT

You THINK
HE'S HEADED?

. IO

LISTEN BLEEDIN' HEART, WHEN
YoU CATCH UP WITH 1%79 GUY,

UPPER STATE W"rs ALL

THATS CLEAR. BUT WHAT
HIS DEs‘FINA‘nON 15:
WHO KNOWS %




NOCK_IT OFF, WILLIS. YOU SOUND A LOT
N A'LO LIKE JOHN Q. PUBLIC, HEY, WILLIS,
IGH WILLIS . T HOPE THATS | You WANTA
CHECK THIS
TRAIT YOU'VE GOT z

FIVE NIGHTS

WHEN'RE YOU GONNA
\szw I UR, TURNEFE z

YOU WANT TO KN W WHAT I THINK , ANO. ME BEING A POLICI
COMMISSIONER 2 T THINK THIS

EMAN.
3

}/ i Qn-w DON'T ch
/ WHATDovou \

IT WASNIT OUT OF A SENSE OF
ouTY; Bl S

WILLIS IS RIGHT/ T AM A BLEEDNSN
; BUT BECAUSE I THOUGHT T HEART! AND WHAT HAPPENSZ I &
COULD REACH OUT AND TOUCH THEM o ANY OF THAT NOW BECAUSE THEY
BECAUSE X THOUGHT THERE SHOULD oK. AT ME ANP T NO
BE SOMEBODY WHO KNEW WHERE DAWD TURNER ! T'M JUS‘[‘
IT WAS AT, WHO HAD BEEN THERE ANOTHER AP/G IN A BLUE %
AND KNEW HOW ROUGH A TRIP - UNIFORM /[~ SEE YoU,SIR/
I COULD BEY e




ROGER AND MARILYN STURGES YET, IMMEFIATELY ROGER THERE (5 A PASSAGE OF
SEE THE FIGURE IN THE CARK, FEELS AN AURA ABOUT THE — TIME IN WHICH ROGER FEELS
THEY HAVE BEEN ARGUING WiTH  FIGURE, ALMOST AS /F 7HE THAT HE ANC MARILYA EXIST
EACH OTHER,_ ROGER STURGES HITCH-HIKER IS ABSORBING — ONLY FOR THE STRANGER:
STOPS THE CAR 10 PICK UP THE VERY ESSENCE WITHIN — ANE THAT THE RIDE /S NO
THE HITCH-HIKER, PERHAFS THE THE GAR. ER CAN STILL LONGER FOR THEM BUT
STRANGER'S PRESENCE WILL  SEE THE DESFA/ %f%f\é’s FOR THEIR PASSENGER.

4
PROVIPE A BRIEF RESPITE EYES, BUT AT LEAST,
FROM THE CONSTANT ANTAG-  MAN ENTERS, HE CANNOT 2
ONISM THAT HAS BECOME HEAR THE HATRED (N HER s
VOICE OR FOR 7HAT MATTER
THE HATIRED IN iS5 OWN VOICE.!

i

IT 15 MORE THANA

HE FINALLY GLIDES |
THE CAR 7O ASTDP,
HE HAS NO [PEA

How MUCH TIME
HAS PASSED. IT



I7 15 THE 23RD OF FEBRUARY MORNING LIGHT
FILTERS THROUGH THE BLINDS.DAVID TURNER
STARES SIGHTLESSLY AT THE .’./6H7' SEEING
UTILATEP .o/ ko@f.t? AN
MARILYN STURGES . TRYING LIPS,
SOMETHING WHICH COWA/UAtLY e Him,

OKAY, DAVE. LET ME HEAR |
THIS THEORY YOU'VE GOT .

I'M TRYING TO PUT ITALL
TOGETHER AS THEY SAY/

YOU'RE GOING TO THINK THIS
IS CRAZY. BUT I CANT SHAKE
THE THOUGHT SO T JUST WANT
TO EXPRESS (T. FOR THE RECORD.

HOW MANY ACTS OF VICIOUS VIOLENCE
CAN YOU THINK OF IN RECENT MONTHS, SIR.
T MEAN YOU CAN COUNT THEM OFF THE TOF
OF YOUR HEAD / KENT STA'T‘E ! BEVERLY
HILLS / SAN FERNANDO ! OUR DEAR

OWN NEW Yom< HAS MORE
THAN [T'S ow

7 HATRED! /A TANGIBLE AATRED
SIR/!!  THIS SILENT HITCH-HIKER ON

HIS WAY TO THE NEXT SITE OF VIOLENCE /

A COALITION OF

OF THIS PSYCHIC FORCE HAS TO GO
SOMEWHERE . MAYBE IT RESULTS IN A
MANIFESTATION OF EV/L THAT SEEKS
IT'S OWN ELEMENT A/

OF COURSE (T
l/islpsveHic PHENOMENA
IT'S ABSURD! JUST A

WELL FORGET [T, YOU'D BETTER JOIN
WILLIS, WHILE \/on'VE BEEN CONJURING
UP PHANTO! NSTERS, WILLIS HAS
FOUND AN OLD WING WHO SAW OUR
Q_ITCH- HIKER, GET DOWN THERE.

e




THE HOUSE IS LITTLE MORE THAN A WOOP FIRAME . TURNER HAS SEEN
STRUCTURES LIKE IT BEFORE, ANC HE HAS SEEN THEIR INHABITANTS,
BROKEN PIECES OF HUMANITY Wh’a CDM,M/TS(.OW SUICIDE WITH
CHW WINE, HE HEARS THE VIOLENCE FROM INSIDE THE SHACK,
ANG IT TRIGGERS A I/.'OLENCE /NS!DE HIM THAT 15 ALMOST
AS UNREASONING AS THE VIOLENCE HE LIVES ADMIDST.

C'MON, YOu
FLEA BITTE/

YOU'RE GONNA
PAY FOR THAT,
MISTER /

You ARE GOING TO REMEMBER THAT

AS YOU READ THIS MAN THE MIRANDA -
ESCOBEDO ACT OR ELSE I AM GOING
TO CONTINUE KMOCKING You DOWN
UNTIL YOU CAN NO LONGER
STAND UP {1/

NOW YOU LISTEN To ME,WILLIS /
YOU ARE GOING TO GET UP VERY SLOWLY,
REMEMBERING ALL THE TIME THAT

I DO NOT LIKE YOU, THAT I DO NOT LIKE
YOUR TYPE OF COP, OR THE KIND OF

NAME YOU GIVE ME AND ALL
THE OTHERS/




SSACRE, ONE
THEY HAVE OVERLOOKED BEFORE.

, SURE.! THROUGH

THERE 15 AN UNEASY TRUCE BETWEEN TURNER AND WILLIS AS THEY REVISIT THE
SCENE OF THE MAS. LAST HOFE THAT MAYBE THERE IS SOMETHING

‘/OU DIDN'T GET NQTHI

NG
M. THAT WINQ, TURNER.
T LL BET HE SEEN A LOT MDPE
THAN HE'S TELLING.

HIS "HALF BLIND EVES HE

SAW [T ALL... WHAT

THIN.K WILLIS, THAT THAT
DEAD MAN 1

NEA OUR
RAMPAGING MANIACE

NOW LISTEN
YOU SQCIAL.-

ENOUGH OF ‘I'HESE 'I.,ONG
HAIRED FREAKS AND THESE
SKID ROW BUMS TO LAST
ME TEN LIFE TIMES .
THEY 'RE LIVING OFF ME
AND THEY'RE LIVING OFF
YOU T0O, TURNER /!

MAYBE vou THINK IM WRONG,|
RNER EEN

WHERE HE'S HEADED.

WHAT'S TopaYS

WELL , T'LL LET YOU IN ON
SOMETHLNG WILLIS. 1T
MIGHT SURPRISE YOU,
BUT I'VE HAD MY F!LL
WITH YOUR TYPE TOO

COME ONY
HE'S REACHING
HIS_DESTINATION

TONIGHTY



ESTIVAL .

SUPPOSED PISCARPING OF SOC/ALREPRESS/O,

FOR THE BELIEVERS, ."7 5 A TABERNAC;’.E OF SOUND, IT IS A
E NONBELIEVERS 1T IS A CONBIN ~

ATION OF ORGIASTIC RITES & PERMISSIVE EEHAVJ’OR A;“_J'D RU/NAWON OF THE ART OF MUS/C.
FOR NTS (TS

CAVID TURNER , THE FESTIVAL PRESE)

FACETS. HE H,

ELE WITH ALL 75
SEEN BEYOND THE SHAM ON BOTH S/D.ES HE HAS GLIMPSED THE HATREP
EACH

SIPE HARBORS. AND NO

W
THAT SOMEHOW HE MUST CONWNCE THEM CONI/M/(E ALL OF

COQY /7 auLoF you!
AN 47 THE SoUND.

" OH, MAN, HERE ™
COMES THE GESTAPO.

You SEE,HE'S FEEDING ON YOUR
TREC ! AND ITS A TIME OF
PzEM’Y” IF You OR THOSE
POLICEMEN OUT THERE DIRECT
HATRED TOWARD EACH OTHER

THIS NIGHT, THE TABLOIDS
WILL HAVE' MORALISTIC

FIELD DAY TOMORROW .

TP'MT
1S THAT HIS TIME IS RUNNING oUT ANDP
THEMN .

NOMAN. THIS ISNTT THE

ESTABLISHMENT \-’
ESTABLISHMENT BECAUSE
YOU'RE BOTH HELPING TO
CREATE SOMETHING NEITHER
OF YOU CAN CONTROL.

HIS waY HERE! THIS IS
WHERE THE NEXTBIG
BLOOL BATH |

- SCHEDULED-’ -

SO IT'S GONNA HAVE TO BE
LOVE, MANT NOT .%Sr P
SERVICE TO THE WORD ///
NOW YOU'RE GOING To HAVE
TOPRACTICE |T TOWARDS

THE ONES YOU LIKE
THE LEAST//




WIS 1S ABOUT TO YANK THE CREATURE APVANCES. KEEP TALKING TURNER,AS
TURNER FROM THE STAND TURNER CLOSES HIS EYES THE CREATURE NEARS THE
WHEN THE FIRST SHOUT AND CONTINUES SPEAKING, — FRINGE OF THE CROWP Y
ANNOUNCES THE H/TCH-kaEES HOPING HE IS GETTING. KEEP TALKING TURNER, EVEN
PRES! THEY TURN 70 THROUGH T& ALL THOSE THOUGH YOU ARE ONLY A
STARE WROUG# THE DUSK, SEPARATE LIVES AROUND SUBST/TUT'E MESSIAH FOR
R’EM Agzé/c 7!5 S/IENT FOR M,

CROWP THAT HAS LITTLE
MS'E FGE A MESSIAH [/
N L.‘YxE ALL

< YOU GUYS START F’LA‘-’J'NG
MIND‘S 17 "Jol AND ALL OF You_S(N
HANDS, EVERYBODY ./ ‘ AND FOR ONCE Bgug\/,r_
- N THEVORLS

YOU'RE stwG Vi

I5 IT WORKING, TURNER € THE DOES T SEEM LESS CONSISTENT
CREATURE SEEMS 10 BE. NOWZ _BUT WAIT, NOW IT
MOVING LESS CE.‘??’A/NLY Nau/ 55&445 il HA VE REGAINED
18 IT CONFUSEDZ DOES

WGMPEE WHAT IS HAF HAPPEN/MG z

IGNORE [T/ YOU BROUGHT (T
INTO EX(STENCE. YOU'VE
NURTURED IT, AND YOU'VE
|ND|REC\rfLY BELIEVED IN T/

Yt
SEEKST TURN. VE Vou
BEEN FEEPM«G 7, é’j AWARE

LIKE SO MA o7H
mAT %JU WERE DOING SO 7

3



“zg.L.'S OPENS FIRE AT THE CREATURE, BUT THE BULLETS HAVE NO EFFECT. TURNER SEES

FLASHES OF AN OLD MAN CRUMPLED AT WILLIS'S FEET AS THE HITCH- HIKEQ ENCS
WILIS'S LIFE... TURNER NOTICES ONE THING WHEN THE ACT IS COMPLETED,

THAT ONE FACT BECOMES MORE ﬁ/?PENTAS THE HITCH- HIKER MOVES INTD THE c,eowp ANE
FINDS FIRST ONE, AND THEN

ANOTHER VICTIM, THIS APPA,‘?/T.'ON THIS MAA//SFESMTION
(S BECOMING MORE INCONSISTANT. YES, TURNER , IT OCATING SOME _RAMP, AN'
HATRED ANC AS SUCH IT IS DRAWN 10 ."T EXWNGUEH/NS THE VERY ESSEN:

WHICH GIVES IT REALITY. THE MUSIC IS Lot oW, THE ICES ARE RISWG wm-.’ T
OLD VOICES AND NEW VOICES FOR ONCE :.' IGING IN ACCORP

VERY FEW OF THEM AC)'UALL SEE IT HAPPEN‘ SEE [T TURN Fﬂ.?.ST
TO A WRAITH. THE| INGNESS! TURNER JOINS IN THE
SONG, BUT HE HAS NOT DECEIVELD HIMSELFASHE LISTENS
TO THE VOICES FILLING THE MIGHT AR

MWE ONLY BURIED WM
FOR A LITTLE WMLE. . .



INCA -DINK -ADOO, HORROR, GORE AND LORE LOVERS !

|
|
LETS TAKE A LOOK AT SON\E LOATHSOME LORE

THE GOLDEN SUN DISC, AS LEGEND HAS IT, WAS WHEN KING ATAHUALPA WAS HELD
ONE OF THE GREATEST TREASURES OF THE iNCAS’ BY PIZARRO, THE INCAS BROUGHT
IT WAS D THAT [T HAD MANY MYSTIC POWERS.. HIM_ GREAT QUANTITIES OF GOLD,
\NCLUD\NG "T'HE POWER TO CAUSE EARTH-QUAKES IN THE HOPES THAT HE WOULD NOT
KILL THEIR LEADER..

BUT WHEN PIZZARO PID KILL THEIR KING... THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO HA\/E HID WHAT
GOLDEN TREASURES TH HAD LEF!‘
|NCLUD\NG THE GOLDEN SIJN pisc/

A RELIGIOUS BROTHERHDOD IN PERU
NOW CLAIMS TO H THE ORIGINAL
GOLDEN SUN Dlsc. BIJT su;aex_\f
THERE ARE MANY INCA TREASURES...

INCA MYSTERIES YET TO BE
UNCOVERED /

ART BY RICHARD CORBEN/STORY BY T. CASEY BRENNAN
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REMEMBER WHAT

NOW THAT WE'RE
A AT

LOOK

g
P
z
3
Q
w
E
3
4
o
E
r4
&
w
8
(o]
=z
<
w
Y
(]
w
<
3
w
4
o
©

FROM THE CANDY B,







LADIEES RND GENTEEELMEN. CRAZY CIRCUS
S PROUD TO PRESENT THE MOST FANTASTIC HIGH-PIVING ACT
F THE CENTURY ! ’ HE DIVES ONE-HUNDRED FEET INTC A TINY
E FOOT HOLE IN SOLIP GROUND AND COMES OUT COMPLETELY
NHARMED AND UNBRUISED ! MY GOOD PEOPLE,I GIVE YOU..

i

£18P
THANK YoU ! THANK You, ENOUGH, FRIEDHELM.
MY LITTLE ADMIRERS WE GO 'BACK TO GET AWAY YOU DUME.
TH ou ! TENT NOW. JERK oV S
K i THEY LOVE MECAN'T
rZn You SEE THEY,
KT ME
- _;74_’/"
r //
V] A AR 5!
| 8 : N
i \
\\.
N i
: 3
% WYy

ART BY RICHARD CORBEN / STORY BY GREG POTTER
u



HANDS GET SORE AFTER
MUCH CLAPPING.

OH,ALL RIGHT, DAMN IT/ WEGOS
WE GO ! WE'RE ALWAYS GOING
BEFORE MY DEAR FANS CAN GIVE

ME THE FULL APPLAU
S0 WELL DESER\/E
FOR ME./ CLAP TILL THEY BLED
IE I WISHED IT/ FOR ME, THEY'D)
2%=) HING,? JUST LET ME

CAN YOU NOT REALIZE WHAT I AM TO THEMZ
I AM FRJEDHELM NOT ONLY FRIEDHELM,
MIND YOUI,., BUTFRIEDHELM THE AMASNIFICENT)
THE ONLY MAN IN THE HISTORY OF THE BIG-TOP
To PIVE ONE-HUNDREP HAZARDOUS FEET
THROUGH THE COOL MORNING AIR INTO

A PIT_ONLY ONE SKIMPY FOOT DEEP
AND COME _OUT SMILING /"HOW DOES
HE DO IT 2" THEY GASP’ " JUST How
DOES HE DO IT#

THEY wouLD YH

A

BUT YOU WON'T TELL THEM,YOU
SAVAGE ELEPHAI\LT ’PWE HAVE

IT IS TRUE, FRIEDHELM.
I CANNOT BREAK THE
PACT, NOR CAN You /!

THEY LOVE ME,L TELLVOU
THEY LOVE ME

THERE
CAN BE NO LOVE FOR
ONE SD COLD AS You,
MY COMRAPE.




AH!GOOD DAY TO You, MY WORRY NOT. IN JUST ONE
DARK-SKINNED FRIEND, HOW WEEK FRI EDHELMS PART
GOES IT WITH YOUR WARG THE PACT MUST BE PAID.
MASTER FRIEDHELM 7 WE HAVE DONE OUR PART,
YOU AND T . WE HAVE ENABL-
: § | ED FRIEDHELM TO BECOME
f” AS USUAL, SA-VHANT. THE WORLD'S MOST SPECTACULAR
CAN YOU IMAGINE SUCH HIGH-DIVER EVER ! wrm m’
POWER OF FORES
YOUR, KNOM.EDGE or ANCrENT
FORGOTTEN WITCHDOCTOR.
CANTATIONS AND MBOI.S
HAVE MADE EACH OF
FRIEDHELA'S FOOT- DEEP
HOLES INTO A PILLOWY CUSHION
WHICH aATc;iES HIS FALLING y

IT IS TRUE, SA VHANT. HE THINKS >~ NOT SOLELY OUR DOING‘rFRlEND WE MUST

NOT
HE IS A GOD, YET IT IS OUR DOING FORGET OUR W oM WE GIVE THE
THAT HAé MADE HIM GREAT. SPOILS OF OUR WORK.IT IS HE THAT FRIEDHELAM
- SHOULD BE GRATEFUL TO. IT IS HE THAT HAS MAD

E,
THAT ONCE NON-ENTITY INTO A SUPER-STAR OF 4
INTERNATION AL AccLAIM ! 44

THE SUN RISES SIX TfMES MD-TE?S'ANWE
SIX, ANC WE V/EW THE TENT OF FRIEDHELM
IN ALL HIS WARPED MA&N/F/CENCE &

vou PROMISED, FRIEDHELM 'vou PROMISED
ED RIED AS SOON AS TH
CIRCUS REACHED Tms mw:u YOU CAN'T
BACK O oW/ I lN
CHILD.. Voa £l
THIS TO US/ You PROMISED !




N'T YOU EVER SPEAK TO FRIEDHELM THE N AND wu.wou SAY THAT To
MAGNIFICENT LIKE THAT! GET OUT Ol R MASTER ALSG Z
H YOU LITTLE JERK/ T HA\'E NO
\ PROMISES TO KEEP TO ANYON PLEASE LEAVE, MY DEAR
YOU HEAR Z NO PROMISES AT ALL 7°

TAS
FREIDHELM AND I MUST DISCUSS FAR a,
DEEPER MATTERS THAN PETTY

LUST AND GREED.

AS THE DISCARDED G/RL LEAVES.

YoU WERE TO ARRANGE THE LONGEF JUMP
EVER ATTEMPTED BY MAN FO

OUR PACT, FRIEDHELM! REMEMBER WELLTHE NIG}

YOU LAID PEN _AND INK TO IT AND SIGNED IT WIT

YOUR PENNILESS NAME.

H T REMEMBER IT HAS ALREADY
REMEMBER TOO, THAT BEEN AR
ORROW YOU HAVE AGREED TO PO

RANGED.OUR AFRICAN
A COMRADE IS OUTSIDE MAKING THE
TASK FOR US IN PAYMENT FOR MAKING YOUR NECESSARY PREPARATIONS AT
NAME FAMED AND WORSHIPED / THIS VERY MOMENT./

REMEMBER, OLD DOGS!BUT I ALSO
THAT Yol

GooDp!
REMEMB VERY GooP/ I AM VERY PLEASED
U P‘EQV\ISEPME ONE LITTLE THING THAT
Y%LI’VE FAILED "I;OSEXECUTE

WITH YOU, SA-VHANT, NOW TELL
ONE UTTLE ME ABOUT THE TASK.
MAKE FR\EDHEUV\ THE

IT IS VERY SIMPLE, REALLY. AFTER
TOMORROWS PERFORMANCE, TAKE THIS
, KNIFE AND AVZL YOURSELF./




CRAZY OLD YELLOW SKIN!T SAID
THAT FRIEDHELM DIDN'T_HAVE
ANY PROMISES TO KEEF, ANP T
MEANT IT/ BUT WAIT/ WHAT IF
YOUR BLACK- SKINNED BOY
LEARNS OF THISZ HE'P
MURDER ME SURE !

"I COULDNT LET THAT HAPPEN! WHO WOULP N [ WHERE CAN I DISPOSE OF... /tmMu
ALL MY LITTLE ADMIRERS TURN TO THEN 2 THE LIONS HAVEN'T BEEN FED TONIGHT,
THEY'D WEEP SO FOR POOR FRIEDHELM/ HAVE THEY Z IT'D BE A SHAME TO
THEY/D ALL COME TO MY FUNERAL AND.. .No/ SEE THE POOR CREATURES GO WITH-
WO/ I MUSTN'T EVEN THINK SUCH A OUT ANY MEAT TONIGHT /
THING. I MUST GET RID OF
THE EVIDENCE /

THE SUN RISES FOR A SEVENTH TIME.

GOOD MORNING, FRIEDHELM .YOUR
AUDIENCE AWAITS You.




YOUR ACT IS ALL SET. TODAY,YOU JUMP THE
LONGEST JUMP EVER RECORDED BY MAN.

BY THE WAY, FRIEDHELM HAVE YOU SEEN SA-VHANT
THIS MORNING 7

NO, DAMMIT! NO!/E
THE WAY YOURSELF, YOU

DID STICK TO OUR PACT,
¥ DIDN'T YOUZ WHAT T

MEAN TO SAY IS...
THAT LONGEST JUMR.,

o ISHI
25 FY

HAVE DONE
THE MAENIFICENT FEEL THE FINGERS OF FEAR
\_ HIS THROAT Z IS AFRAID

OR ARE YOU JUST..
GUILT-RIPPEN Z,

.Z'S.'r SULLE

LT FA’/EDH /5 /r G.w.'.r
B0 SR As Yol

MB m WJEDJV/}JG PM?‘FWM z

LADIES AND
GENTELMENIT N
DIRECT YOUR
ATTENTION SKY-
WARD AS WE
PRESENT TO_YOU
FRIEDHELM THE

AND THRILL TO THE
MOST SPECTACULAR
DIVE YOU HAVE EVER|
AND WILL EVER
SEE/




O AREN'T YOU CAPABLE. OFG(.’/LT?PERHAPS p/VE AS YOU BEGIN TO REALIZE THE TRWH’
/7' /5 »?EA! LZATION / DIVE, FRIECHELM, AS YOU REALIZE THAT YOU REALLY
D/DN 7‘ A’lt.é SA-VHANT, YOU MERELY SENT
"M

THE GROUND
IT'S OPENING
up/ 4

LWVE AS YOU REALIZE JUST WHO OUR MASTEP /5. DIVE AS‘ YOU REALIZE THAT THE
PACT HAS NOT BEEN BROKEN)

isind 3 1 s
DIVE ! NOW YOU KNOW THAT YOU'VE MADE THE LONGEST OIVE
ALL Tp‘fE WAV TO HELL

HEH! HERS S
AND HE LIVED HOTLY
EVER AFTER AS
A SOUL BROTHER
TO OU SATAN !



ALL YOU LOYAL READERS WELL KNOW,

. AND NOW T
1D10T WRITER OF THIS
/01OT _STORY
SURPEP...‘TA EN
way FROM = o
MY HONORED
LONG HELD PoSiTlol\
ONWY _TO GIVE IT

T0 SOME
NEW (D/0T HOST,

UT I HAVE OPTIONS ON REVENGE,
FAITHFUL FREAK CREEPS...AND WHILE T MAY NOT
B8E ABLE TO TELL THE FOLLOWING STORY, I'VE
GOTIEN EVEN BY GIVING T THE IDIOT TITLE OF ...

HE SLP?ED Mwem%&%%

\) l,, -w\P-
BT ﬂ;’sgs o




THERE.NOW THAT THE PLEASANTRIES
ARE OUT OF THE WAY, I WON'T
BORE YOU BY INTRODUCING

MYSELE AS MR, DIMENT..

EXCUSE ME
A MOMENT.,

) iy

so T'-FP.E, ~You INEFFECTUAL WELL WE DIDN'T REALLY ws RE WAITING HUGO. I

ernE 075/ KNEW 'BLII'I; :s'r OUT BUT AT LEAST AG v nggch%c. P;'E FzgaRE
BIACK! HUGO! g

? same 'ro'vou
AND DOUBLE YOUR

MUPDERS
MUSTACHE!,

YES, M-MASTER...
B-B-BUT I L/KE THE
P-DARK..,

WHAT THE VISUAIHE oy HUGO
YOU WANT TO KNOW. b Oﬂ po

I DIP BACK THERE, DON'T HUGO...GET THAT WANT ANOTHER &, D
YOUZ YOU PON'TZ THAT'S IDIOT ANIFE oUT OF FOR SO DELICIOUSL

RICH, WELL , I'LL TELL YOU YOUR FACE AND TUNE PLEASING mE WITH
SOGN'S WE BLIP OUT THE IN THE OTHER VISUAL. YOUR DISOBEDIENCE?
VISUALY

AH, THERE 1T iS' GOOD WORK , HUGO--- REMIND ME TO BURY AN AXE INYOUR
SKULL \ATER A

“onI HATE HIM.

YES, THERE HE IS, SMUG AS EVER, uwsuswscrwe AS NEVER , DOESN’T =veu KNOW
I PULLED A CL/ICK-L[CK ON HIM. WHAT A NOBLE MAN
THE IDIOT -rmev 'ro HELP ME. BUT HE'LLPAY. TURN ON THE Aumo HUGO.. 1HESOUND
You MORON, ST
/ (pz NUGENT IS OF, THE
OPINION WE'RE ALL
RAZY... LUCIDLY OR
LACONICALLY,

e > oo Mo
THAT'S BEI'I’EE H NO, NO, DON'T RUN AWAY FROM ‘r‘DuR EEWMD ND
WATCH f2loT AH?GENT WITH THE REST OF SIS

4




NOW, NOW, CRAZY 15 NOT A woﬁu I
10

AR, NOW THE IDIOT'S GETTING THE PICTURE.
LIKE IMAGINE TRYING TO CURE ME -~ T|
--- EHT WHAT THE LAUGH IF T WEREN'T so MA Y
[7

THE SMOKE

/MPOSSIBIE .-

SPELLING OUT
ME!

Y BIG DEAL.SO WHAT
4 ELSE IS

YOU THINK THIS IS CRAZY HUHZ YOU THINK

MY METHODS ARE TO

WELL LISTEN, \'OUJ

SUPPOSED TO DO ?
THAT'S |T.,. FEAST YOUR EYES ON THE
BOMTE EHZ
ERKS . SMOK!
NEVER /ES’ HOW Do;s‘ 'mfAT

CLOWN TS ENCUGH TO MAKE You
BELCH... BUT DGN‘T WORRY ABOUT
INDIGESTION ~ YET

“HERMINA E THI
SESSION FOR TODAM...

NO...DON'T ANSWER,..I'M sICK TO
MY BRAIN OF HEARING FROM vou.
JUST MOVE ON
PANEL / WELL -
You /BIOTS /

8eT GvER THERE,

T AWAYS HEARD
PSYCHOLOGY STUDENTS
ENTEREDR THE FIELD WITH
HOPES OF HELPING THEMSELVES.
BUT THE CAR WON'T HELP HIM ..
WASN'T THAT A/CE THE WAY WE SKIPPED AHEAD
TO THIS CAR SCENE OF IDICT MUGENT VAL 1T, HUGO ¥
DRIVING HOME 2
-
OVERWROUGHT... TENSION

FATIGUE ... THAT'S ALL.

JUST NEED SOME REST
9AT|ENTAEE GETTIN

I Aw-wf: KNEW HE HAD Too MUCH cmRAéE
AWAY...SO HE'S DRIVING AWBY ..

¢-°°"‘ AT HIM SWERVE THg R 10

GOOD zokD’
\,9\0 Wer
' V NG Rippie o C"’JCEE
e g —

fﬂb

o
%
m
X
3



IM GOING /NSANE...
IT'S UNBELIEVABLE BUT
I'M GOING /NSANE.

) ST FNES ‘-\«\mm«&\\@hmwm R
YOU MADE ME A L/AR NUGENT.! YOU'RE RUNNING AWAY BETTER KEEP YOUR EYES
ON THE FLOATING BUTTERFLIES, MR. MADNESS ~TAK

OmeoD™
NOOCoo®

T WARNED Y0U, DIOT! LOOK AT THE WAY THOSE BUTTERFLIES E’("ODE INTO
DEMENTIA— SPAWNED GROTESQUERIES CRAVING TO GORGE UPON YOUR FLESH...
HEY, THAT CLICK-LICKER'S REALLY DOING |T'S STUF

THAT'S IT, NUGENT. FEEL THE P\\CHINS BARS YOU'VE TAKEN SC MUCH MAD!\‘QS FROM
0= PUNCTURING TALONS A

INTO YOUR_EYEBALL POP IT, AND RfP

IT FROM ITS SOCKET, TRAILING

CRIMSON WASH OF SPL.ATTER NG BLo0D...

7 0

WE'LL LEAVE THE OTHER _EYEBALL

MmNt 20 | you Chn SEE WHAT et Y 1 HOME
COMES NEXT / \Q\ 2 S;NSANITV, "

YES, HUGC AND T AND THE :ucx- LICKER AND
ALL' THESE !DIOT READERS HAVE LEF
YOU wiTH ONE EYE, NUGENT." SO You
CouLD s.EE...

BETTY... BE
HELP ME, OH, T..
HELP ME BETTY,.,

$y /S T,
® { ‘BLoob. - vouar
(& W, HAPPENED?Z

YO 5
TG FIND YOUR WAY HOME... YOUR WirE,



SO You couLD SEE, NUGENT, AND REEL BACK IN HOW OOES |TFEEL TO RAVE
REVULStON AT THE ABRUPT EXPLOS/ON OF YOUR BELOVED  MADNESS, A THOUSAND
FES AND_THE REVOLTING SPILL OF CORRUPT  TIMES COMPOUNDED,
MABBOTS M5 TANGLE - SLIMED WORMS. STRIKE BRcK M TRTCHE
[ Qo PUE 20 i o b e
.) ¢ 'T DO
NO°°°°- ; . 4600D...

you an’OT." YOUR NEGLIGENCE HAS ONLY
MY CLICK=LICK PLAN |N A WAV NOT

AlDED
g ‘J’ET REVEALED.-..AND For T#A‘r

AR, W {
DEMENTED, HA\!E I \NTRODUCED - g
MISELE YET 2 T MAVEE INTHAT {{ ©o0 0 ;
ASE, MY NAME [S MR, DIMENT, FINE =t 3 g g

THENK YOU

MASTER! ‘
MASTER,
RAN QUT OF

TAGEs SF OUR LITTLE PLOT HERE
LEAST AS FAR AS SJEEP.WG

:noorws QONCERNE




IDID T, IDIDIT,
I 0/9 W !
THE
CLI’CK-
EXPRESS D\DN‘T
FAIL ME ;"-{

Vzcva\ HAD THE }\V‘i
i’

COHERENCY OF MIND
IF THAT'S GocD ,TO

BUT |T DOESN'T END MERE, . £ BUT MASTE%wHA‘r
vou 'Ef:s g SToP ri_'qTNKINé S ABOUT THE A

ART 'rru KNGR
YOU MIGHT WARP Your
BRA/

DOGS?,

SHUTHUP PUG-FACE

; AND
BUT I MUST REMEM- 3 UAL
BER MY MANNERS .. | A 4

EXCUSE ME A <

MINLUTE ...
T KNEW 1T, I KNEW IT, Husovou RE

REMEMBER BE’TTYT NUGENTS W/FE . YEAH YEAH, A GENIUS...IT'S ALL GOIN 0 COME
YOU'VE GOT |T_NOW, IDIOTS, WELL ANYWAY, OFF SUPERBLY W HLJNCHEDBACKED
‘r. SEE_HER STOMACH'S FEELING BETTER LACKEY ! —

BUT THEN THE CLICK- LICK'S NO
CHAUVINIST... |IT'LL_TREAT HER JUST T WONDER WHAT'S

AS IT TREATED HER HUSBAND... UBE.

SCREEN ONE
OF THESE DAYS.




YESI|REE, HUGO YOU'RE A THE TELEVISION IS
DESPISED Nfus su-r ws oN STARVED HUGO, HYEE
THE BRINK OF NS, HYEE AYEE !

THAT'S CDQL I '“-'UN'(

SERVES HER R/GHT.! SHE
GAVE OLD HUBBY, NUGENT,
ADWCE ON N,\_;I CASE WHEN

M
MNJNESS MAK“S FOR STRANGE
BEDFELLOWS..

I HAVE TO
TELL HUGC TO
CANCEL ALL
FUTURE ORDERS

WHAT |S ITAOW DWARF 7
CAN'T I EVER GET ANYREST
AROUND HERE 7
E EMPTIED

THE WATER FROM THE

TUB, MASTER DIMENT...

YouU CAN START BASTING
THE REAMS NOW

To HELL WITH AMENITIES. T TIRERP
YES! THE.. - OF BEING POL/TE. YOU IDIOTS OUT
. o THERE CAN JUST WA/T WHILE T...




THE LOUSY DOG USED To YUP, YUP, HERE WE 6O AGAIN.  ..DOG DISCOVERS HIS LATE
BRING NUGENT HISSHP‘PERS. DDE ESCAPES TEMPMARJ’W" MASTER'S SKELETON, THE

FROM WHERE T THLNK, HEM.... SLAMS [N ONLY REMAINS FROM THE
CLEAR CUT _CASE OFAIDING S‘TYM\ED TELEVlslou's CLICK- LICK EXPRE
FACE, AND,, RECENT RUN.w.

oF Al
O ABETTING THE ENEMY!

CAREFREE, DOG TROTS OFF WITH PURLOINED ARMBONE OF FORMER AMASTER.

wusnzuaw me ELATE
P E G HOL

BUT CLICK-LICKED COG
FOR PURLOINEDARM-BONE...

.SAID HOLE EXCAVATED, DOG GLEEFULLY
DROPS ARM-BONE INTO 1.

NOW... HERE'S THE BEAUT/IFUL PART HUGO,
You TWISTED PARO ay OF A GRINNING
; : . HARRIPAN, HVEE WEE HYEE HYEE //
4%



BEFORE THE W AND PULLS THE WHERE UPON IT WUNTIL THE WHOLE
TRAITOROUS CUR CAN SQUIRMING CANINE  INSIDIOUSLY SCOOPS
FlLL IN THE HOLE THE DOWN INTO THEHOLE  HANDFULS OF MUSTY,
ARM-BONE SP! WITH 1T . SUFFOCATING PIRT
“rwo LITTLE Y DowN ON TOP O
HANDS \WITH WHICH THE DOG AND ITSELF,
10 COLLAR THE BONES OF THE WCRLD,
MANGY MUTT.. ~ “ i Qu@ED BY CALLOUS

.-.OR AT LEAST AN
ARM...N 1T T0 BOOT, :

WHADDAYA Ms&,v |‘r WAsA CRUEL

THING TO DO

WHADDA YOU W oo

YER cRAZY,V HE AR
GROW UP./

THE DOG DESERVED T, HE
NUGENT'S 006G AND

NUGEN“' TRIED TOC CURE

ME WHEN ALL T WANTED
WAS TO GO MUTS |

PeAcE AND THEN 'rHAT

CRETIN BETTY STEPPED IN,

SO T CHDMPEDHE

. AND EVERYONE'S
AUWAYS SAYING TELEVISION'LL
LEAVE YOU WITHNO HEAD
OF YOUR OWN ARYWAY,
AND SO I JUST HELPEP :
IT ALONG, ME AND HUGO.
WITH OUR CLICK-LICK . SO T WARN You,
You~ JERKOS...Y0U'D
BETTER_NOT FLIP

LOOK...I DON'T HAVE
TO PUT UP NITH THIS,
You [ploTs!




LKNEW You
WOULDN'T BE ABLE
TO RESIST, HYEE

b )3
- HYEEHYEE
’TU r\_ﬂS.";] 'Ij 4
; _;a."'_ & . ’o/

. % /]
- I TOLD YOou fCHY
i THE GUY WAS WEIRD
v RABID READERS.
] SAY, ALL OF A
¥ SUDDEN YOU READERS
ARE STARTING TO




'MIAT A LDNEI.Y STRETCH EXCEPT HERE AND

F ROAD... AT LEAST THERE WHERE THE
HE MDON I.IGHTS 8 | DENSE TREES STRANGLE
THE WAY [ IS ag\;r INTD SCATTERED

##RH’GWPAP' ;
STRANGE CREATURES f’

YES, FRIGHT FREAKS, WE'RE ENCOUNTERING
ANOTHER m;sr FIEND 7 BUT THERE IS A
DIFFERENCE THIS TIME. THIS TR EMBL NE

R IS AN ENTERPRIS}NG oL CooT

H A PLAN TO AID THE MEEK FOLKS OF

THIS PLAGUEP LAND.. AND HIMSELF.

GIVE ME REFUGE. I

BEG OF YOU LEST

I PERISH AT YOUR
POOR

STORY, ART: RICHARD CORBEN




YOLIR COMMUNITY'
URGENT PESIRE/

S MOST

IS MORE SUITED T0 YOU.” YOU RE
AFOOL! YOU'VE COME A LONG
WAY ON A PERILOUS JOURNEY

VERY LUCKY TO HAVE AADE IT
TO 'TH.E SANCTUARY OF
HESE STONE

¥YE5) 1 KNOW A CREATURE OF

SUPERNATURAL HORRORS ROAMS

THESE WOOPS ON NIGHTS OF
THE FULL MOON. IT IS A
WEREWOLE/
“EVEN A MAN WHO'S
PURE OF HEART
AND SAYS HIS PRAYERS
BY NIGHT..
MAY BEC

OME 24
WHEN THE WOLFBANE
BLOOMS AND THE AUTUMN
MOON (5 BRIGHT.

-.EHZ LAWRENCE AMEBRAIN

FOR NOTHING...IN FACT, YOU'RE

HOW IS (T THAT YOU KNOW SO
MUCH ABOUT THE EvIL BY.

wmcH WE ARE CURSED?
T

MADE A STUPY OF LYCANTHROPHY,

»n RESEARGHES HAVE SHOWN ME
A CURE YOUR MALADY THAT 4
1S NEARLY ALwNS EFFECTIVE. i

I THOUGHT You'D
BE RECEPTIVE. THROUGH
LABORIUS SELECTIVE BREEDING
ETIC MANIPULATION
ANP SUPERNATURAL [NVOCATIONS,T
HAVE PEVELOPED A STRAIN OF
PREDATOR THRT |S ATIRACTED
WEI LVES

BEHOLD’ THE INCREDIBLE ) I CAN'T BELIEVE I SAT
\ NGED FLEA!

HERE AND LISTENEP

You' RS FOR ONLY T0 THIS
975. EASY
TERMS |oo% THROW HiM

BACK DUTSIDE !

DEADLY BITES.




As (_‘AROIFF POLINDED THE TABLE, POIN’TED OUT THE SUPERIOR QUAL\T‘." OF HIS
ROD ANP_CUT HIS PRICE FOR'HIS VERY SPECIAL FRIENPS, S GiRL
HAVING PE\.A"’ED MUCH Too LONG Ol N _ER




PHE SOUNDS FINALLY CEASED AND AFTER A WHILE A RAGGED PEASANT BEGGEDP AN
AUDIENCE AND BROUGHT FORTH THE BLOOPY REMAINS OF THE GIRL

BARON TALBOT... IT IS MY

iCHOKE S DAUGHTER. I TOLD HER
NOT TO GO COLLECTING MUSH-

ROOMS AND MOON FLOWERS

TONIGHT

=

cARDIFF WE'LL BUY YOUR

FLEAS, AND THEY'P BETTER

WORK LESS YOUR ROTTEN
HIDE BE FORFE|T.'

YOU MADE A
WISE DECISION,
MY LORD !

TONIGHTS BLOODLUST 1S QUELLED,
SEE THE MOON SETS. TOMORROW
MAKE THE PREPARATIONS To
THE BEAST'S WEL

DESERVED DEMISE.




M BRIGHT DAWN VAINLY SOUGHT TO CHEER
ONLY CARDIFF THE FLEA SALESMAN,

OLK OF TALBOT CASTLE,
BENTHUSIASM. i
RAT AAa of
sew\?'lFU';\MORN1~e

H, WHAT
g’E NJT;%'L DAAAy;

L

G‘Taﬁ THE SINGING S WE'LL THE PLAN 1S HMEY.! WATCH IT! T DON'T
ACCOMPANY YOU AND JUDGE SIMPLE MY LORD BARON. WANT THEM FLEAS
YOUR PREPAI?A’?IONS BUT I WE'LL VISIT THE MOST ON ME/
RECENT LOCATIONS OF
VICTIM 'S DEATH'S AND
A SHEEP'S CARCASS
E WOOL HAS BEEN
INFESTED WITH MY
LOOD BJHIRST)‘

THEY'RE
ATTRACTEDRO (24
woLvEs!

STOP FOR A FEW
BITES OF THE SHEEP A
BE BITTEN HIMSELE HE'LL
BE DEAD BY MORNING.

SUCCEEDS.



GRAB HiM, BUFFORD! TTHINK Nl : :

WELL HAVE BETTER LUCK LURING 74 OH, Woo0g ! THE FLEAS WILL PO THEIR

THE WOLFMAN [F THERE IS5 P . JOB ALL RIGHT; BUT T'LL BE ToO
LIVE BAIT AVA(LABLE ! e 0 LATE FOR ME /!

OH, DEAR! THE SUN S SINKING.
SOON LUNA WILL EXPOSE
ITS GHASTLY HEAD./

WHAT?

... A FIGURE

APPROACHES,
WHO 15 1T7

1M BORAK,
THE PEASANT

FEARED THE
FLEAS, YOURE
THE WOLF.




YOU ARE VERY
OBSERVANT, BUT T
WON'T DO YOU ANY

GOOD. You WILL

BE DEAD SOON!

o

T HAVE SOMETHING
FOR YOU, (F You'LL
SPARE ME [

YOU MUST KNOW THAT IF YOouU

TJOUCH ME,IT WiLL CAUSE

{ OO

YOUR OWN Di

WHICH BRINGS US "W
TO WHY I'M HERE NOW.
I CAN KILL YOU
WITHOUT GETTING THE
FLEAS,... WITH A ROCK,
THEN

i D LEAVE
b THIS LAND THAT IS SUDDENLY

DANGEROUS TO ME /




r K05 POOR CARDPIFF THOUGHT HE WAS
b T‘Zeﬂ%&ﬁfgu — GOING TO GET 500 POUNDS FROM
S CRaTION; 3 ME, HeH, -"!'EH HEH.! HE WON'T
. . V|8 B e NEED T NOW /

BUT HE MIGHT
BORAK WAS GENER- -
0US [N GETIING \ CHANGE HIS MIN
OUR Fg&f FOR
usS/f

S0 ENDS ouR
BITING T T
KNOW YDU‘RE ITCHIN
FOR MORE SO
SCRATCH ON TO
MY NEXT TIDBIT/




ONE FOR ALL You STOIC POETS = ITS LOADED WI‘TH A
A FiNE 5I.IME IME g
o WITH A PASSI.ON S‘I‘UN FUN,

Yes, i
DIENTS TO RAISE A _HAIR. TH
™ gﬂiﬁmﬁ%om G HOUSE TOPPING -
OF HARD To PLAY THIS
W STRAIGHTRAINY NIGHT,
SPOOKY HOUSE, ANDP E .
THE TRAVELING SALESMAN

g A i [
STORY: DOUG MOENCH / ART: RIGAARD CORBEN Y~
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!S HEART BUT BEFORE THE STRANDEP MAN MAY LEARN a FLASH OF
LLED WITH THE AN RS HE POES SEEK NTARY DENIAL,
RELUCTANT DREAD, HE MUST FIRST LISTEN TO THE POOR'S AND HE PREPARES
THE MAN WITH HIS OMINOUSLY SLOW AND WHINING CREAK... A RUEFUL SMILE.., BUT
HANKERCHIEF AND FACE TWO PEOPLE WITH EXPRESSIONS HIS APPREHENSIONS
FURTIVELY WIPES OF SUSPICION, WHILE HE ENTREATINGLY SUBSIDE AND ARE
HIS HEAP... EXPLAINS HIS VULNERABLE RAPIDLY BANISHED,
HIS_HAND, IT SHAKES CONDITION... WHEN (T APP
SLIGHTLY AS HE THAT ALL OPPOSITION
BEGINS TO RAP, - WILL SOON HAVE
HIS KNOCK 1S Yw;wu,wosyﬁ VANISHEP...
IANT N'T YOI

A et Nl

HERE FOR THE NIGHT Z,
A DOES GROWL, UH-UH,NOTHING DOINY

AND THE WIND IN THE SEND HIM AWAY, HARRY !

PISTANCE BEGINS O
HOWL...

7

HAT'S WHY TMBOTHERIN
R AR

EREN' A
(LA AN ALL-NIG!

T CAN'T DO THAT, MONA -~ IT'S
RAININ' BUCKETS OUT THERE!
HE ONLY WANTS TO STAY ONE
NIGHT-- PUT YOURSELF IN

HIS PLACE.

GUESS THAT SETTLES COME ON IN

T 5 Home oW NAIEE DO 624 MR GRAY.- DONT MNP
DEFINI L . IVE GO THE WIFE. 0
EIARE THEY FRIENDLY 2 A e Rl T O S oN"T BLAME

HER EITHER-- CANT TRUST

AND DO THEY HAYE
ANYBODY NOWADAYS.

A SPARE BEOROOM.

HERE,LEMME TAKE
YOUR COAT. YOU'RE SOAKED!
YOU WANNA BEER? IT'S

y COLD..

UH,NO THANKS,I'D JUST LIKE
T0 GET SOME REST--SO 1T
CAN BE ON MY WAY IN THE
MORNING.

. WONDER (F
"\'J‘HEEE’E‘lVE GOT ANYTHING
To HICE...

ONCE INSIDE HE SENSES
THE BLEAKNESS OF SHROUDED LIES,
AND HIS PERCEPTIONS ARE CONFIRMED IN
N THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AN AND WIE
| 1 WIFE
HE HAS CAUSED A RIFT,AND HIS THOUGHTS
INTUITIVELY BEGIN TO DRIFT...



HE MAN CALLER GRAY FOLLOWS HIS SOLICITOUS HOST GRATEFULLY,
EVEN AS THE UNWILLING HOSTESS GLARES AFTER HIM HATEFULLY...

THE SPARE BEDROOM'S
JUST DOWN THE UPSTAIRS
HALL. THE SHEETS SHOULD
BE CLEAN... WE DON'T
YUSE THE ROOM MUCH...

1 APPRECIATE YOUR
HOSPITALITY, IF THERE'S
ANYWAY I CAN REPAY
YOU, I'? BE GLAP...

4 ROOM 1S DUSTY ANP CHOKED WITH FROTHY COBWESS,
AND GPA‘:’S FEELING OF ELATION AND RELIEF SLOWLY EBBS..,
HARD IT IS TO IMAGINE A ROOM EERIER
FOR T PERFECTLY MATCHES THE aouses ‘GRIM EXTERIOR.. T HOPE THEYRE

3 THE ONLY TH(:GS
WITH TEETH |
AIN'T MUCH BUT THIS ROOM.
-n-(a BEST WE GOT/G'NIGHT,
R. GRAY.., DON'T_LET P SR
OKAY, AND A
NICE NIGHT TO

e SEDBUGS BITE. !
i ; You.., AND YOUR
W,

&Np outsioe oumsmuow

H lé‘ﬁ O ESCAPE mnﬁam SLIMED STAI

g‘qtm & OFJ“LCEEP L('su ELDSI‘VE, Fl;r eaﬁdmsme WITH
THOUGHTS BECOME OBTRUSIVE... er =
MUST BE MY IMAGINATION,,. BUT
DANGER HERE. GOTTA QUIT ACTENIGFLEIEE
A FRIGHTENED KID... GET SOME SLEEP
NOTHING TO FEAR IN THIS HOUSE..

EXCEPT MY FEARS.




GHs FENADING smows STVSIAN AND STEEPE
! WSTERY, EMBRACE A STARK FIGURE REMINIS Eu'ror
7 cRg'[u\ NFAMGES. IN HISTI

ONLY THE QUIETLY SMLIE %WLED? OF THE LURKING NIGHT,
K[VILEGEP TO THE NIF(: LENT S(GHT...
M!DEROIJSLY GLI -rm 0 TO (TS FULLY LETHAL HEIGHT.

HE CLANDESTINE MOTIVE OF THIS NIGHTSHADE
i n s i i B B i e e
I TO
"MAN CALLED GRAY EMERGES FROM HIS FITFUL DOZE




&Ne WITH HORROR PMNE UPON HIS

SouL SONG,

GRAY
BED
GONE

NO ONE OUT HERE
E(THER...BUT T HERR
VOICES DOWNSTAIRS .
TANOW I SAW SOMEONE 4 SO,E'EES i f
IN HERE-- AND (T HAD TO BE . R UMENT-
EITHER HARRY OR MONA. . HOLDING
A HATCHET ORA MEAT CIEAVER !
EITHER THEY'RE HOMICIDAL
LUNATICS,, . OrR THEY'VE REALLY)
GOT SOMETHING TO HIDE /

B ...AND WHAT (F HE /S A COP,0RA
PRIVATE DICK ? THE WHOLE DEAL
OEPENDED ON THE FACT THAT
WE'RE SO/SOLATED QUT HERE.. THA
NO ONE'D EVEN COME WEVE
T TO GET R(D OF HIM 0

PONT BE S0 PARANO#D FOR
CHRISSAKE ! HE'S JUST A
Lousy SALESMAN.

AND HOW DO YOU KNOW THAT ? YOU'RE SO
STUPID YoU COULDN'T EVEN THINK OF A WAY
YO GET RID OF THAT MISERABLE WIFE OF
YOURS’ IF IT WEREN'T FORME You'o
STILL BE MARRIED TO HER

YEAH? WELL AMEAr CLEAVER

AIN'T EXACTLY HAT I CALL THEMOST

INGENIOUS METHOD ! NOW WHY DONT

YOU JUSTSHUT UP AND LEAVE
ME ALONE Z/

'O TOWARD THE SOUND OF VOICES RAISED
N ARGUMENT

MOST SHRILL
GM;E DESCENPS THE STAIRS, CAREFUL
MOST STILL...

BoNA, SHE OPENS HER MOUTH

EPRA‘{S THR‘FP

AND
SHE'D JUST' Sau‘r UP AND '
GET OUT OF HIS HEAD...




}E ARGUMENT SIZILES WITH DEPRECATING WORDS AND BECOMING MORE SEVERE...
RAPIDLY DISSOLVING A FORMER RELATIONSHIP ONCE ST _PEAF

s > THATTAKES THE PRIZE/
ME LEAVE YOU ALONE 2/ WHAT A ACCUSING ME OF CREEPING
ABOUT THE WAY YOU CREEP ULP Of UP ON YOU IN YOUR SLEEP
ME WHILE I'M SLEEPING ? THAT’S { / WHEN YOU RE THE ONE WHO'S
RIGHT... T'M WISE - ; I | CREPT UP ONME WITH YOUR
WANT TO GET RID OF ME 'roo A HIGH HEELS TAPPING,
YOU STINKIN' BLUEBEARD / BUT ¥ TAPPING.. DRIVING ME
MAD ! TRYING TO CAMOUFLAGE
S,
% \TlO WON" .
OSE OF YOUR WIFE % . MONA./ I WAS BETTER
wrrHouT ME... " < d OFF WITHE m
" WIFE!

VEN AS GRAY RECOILS FROM THE CRIMINAL REVELATIONS [N MOR'I'N. READ,
%l! THOUGHTS IN HIS HEAD AND THE IMPLICATIONS THIREOP SW'I‘FT'}.V SPREAD...

NOT ONLY DID THAT WITCH

TRY TO KILL ME BUT THEY'RE
TRYING TO KNOCK SACH OTHER
OFF! AND ALL BECAUSE THEY

€ HAN
MAKE LIKE A HERO/

LIND THROUGH THE VEIL OF DARKNESS, PARTING THE TAPESTRY OF GLOOM, THE
MAN CALLED GRAY MAKES HIS wAY DOWN THE STAIRS AND INTO THE ROOM...

".. CAPTURE THEM AND MAYBE YOU STINKING LIAR! WHAT T EVER SAW iN
A MOUSY CREEP LIKE You I LLMEVEﬂ
KNOW / I wWiISH TO HIGN HEAVI
HOUSE'LL PROBABLY GO UP FOR WERE R/ OF You !
AUCT{ON WHEN THEY'RE CONVICTED...
AND I’LL BE THE F/RST TO KNOW
ABOUT (T..

THE FEELING'S MUTUAL--
£N0 WHERE YOU'RE GOING
1T AINT MUCH--BUT You g b de

NEVER KNOW WHEN THEY'LL PECIDE WORMS TURNED AND T
70 RUN A FREEWAY THROUGH TURNING ON yau SWE|
HERE...AND THAT'S My TRADE, D, MONA >
BUYING ANDSELLING ./ . 3




’HE ONE CALLEP HARRY HAS CLEARLY HAD QUITE ENOUGH,

AND HIS NEW PARTNERS LIFE HE PROCEEDS WITH CANDLES‘TICK TO SNUFF..
AND THIS SCENE OF FRENZIED VIOLENCE GRAY IS HELP TO

HE QUICKLY BLANCHES, HELPLESSLY LOSING HIS Co.r-\PoSUR

'UT SEIZING GRAY ARE THOUGHTS OF LIMITLESS GREEP,
pQ IS INTANGIBLE _COMMODITY HIS RETURNING COURAGE IS5 ABLE TO FEED...

ALL RIGHT, HOLD IT RIGHT
THERE,HARRY | YOU'VE JUST WHA..Z You SAW (T Z BUT
SAVED THE TAXPAYERS THE IT WAS SELF-DEFENSE! SHE
gos‘f oFD ?(MSR';RIAL... :.Np f CAME TO MY BED LAST NIGHT...
NSURED YOURSELF O WITH A ! SHE
BEING TRIED FOR TWO o RN 1St e
MURDERS...

T PIDN'T! I /O,
T0 PRISON---

& LOUGHTS OF PRISON'S CONFINEMENT B ERSERK. THE MAN CHARGES STRAIGHT
THROUGH OLD AGE, MAKE SOMETHING INTO FLASH AND EXPLOSION..
.SNAP WETHIN 'rms HARRY AND HE AND HIS LIFE SEEPS AWAY, UNDERGOES
AY (N BLIND RAGE... THE FINAL AND IRREVOCABLE EROSION...

ION'T GO TO PRISON! I WON'T!
I'LL BE FREE (F. gkﬂ.:.s ME !
DO YOU HEAR 7

BE
FREE IF IT-__..




WroN THIS SCENE OF CARNAGE AND POUBLE DEATH,THE MAN CALLED GRAY
EVELS A COOL RVEY..

AS THE CROOKED smlLE OF EVIL GREED UF"ON HIQ uPs BEGINS TO PLAY...

1 GUESS I'VE SAVED THE
sm‘re THE COST OF TWO TRIALS..
AND MAYBE THE REWARP wilL
EYEN COVER THE COST OF THIS
HOUSE. SHOULD BE A HOT

\ PROPERTY SOME DAY.

THIRSTY...GUESS
KILLING /8 HARD
WORK.

8w BEFORE THE CRAVING 10 BBNP GRAY CLUTCHES AT HIS

B UT FOR PHONE CALLS [T ISTOO
SLAKE THIRST'S URGE DOES Pi6S, THROAT, EXPERIENCIN

3 G THE LATE AND AS GRAY FEELS HIS
THE RUTHLESS GRAY no-nces RESIDUE OF MONA'S HATE,, LIFE ESSENCE BEGIN TO FADE
A FULL AND FROTHY GLASS.. A GLASS OF BEERFOR HARRY AND SLOWLY SAP...THERE
PRUGGED WITH POISONS COMES A SOUND TO CHILL
SWIFT TAINT... HIS DYING SOUL ,THE
HARRY'S BEER.. HASN'T PORTENTOUS SOUND OF
BEEN TOUCHED... POOR A SOFT TAP..
CLOP DIDN'T EVEN GET .
ALAST ORINK ! MUST'VE... SONED SAME TAPPING 1 HEARD
...HARRY'S " DRINK.. IN THE ssvnoom su'r

GOTTA CALL...
DPOCTOR...

- o
HMma.. . TASTES FUNN'
..MUST BE FLAT.

’Pli? THE DYING GRAY REALIZES THAT NO MATTER HOW WELL THE DEg{EfH OF THE EODYES
LOYED...THE SPIR[T OF THE OLP HOUSE'S RIGHTFUL MISTRESS CANNG DESTROY

.. dBND (S HEARD EVEN NOW
WITH THE STRANGEST OF
JOYS, IN THE LOW SPARK
OF HIGH-HEELEP NOISE.




READY FOR A HARROWING HALLOWEEN TALE, FALL
FRIGHT FREAKS? THIS ONE'S ABOUT A CERTAIN HIRSUTE

INDIVIDUAL WHO UNDERGOES A PERIOPIC

inte something
comiortable

TUMMN: THE RUSTLING SKITTER OF DRY DEAD LEAVES, SWEPT ALONG CHILLY CONCRETE...
‘I‘HE AVATAR OF NATURE’S ANNUAL DEATH, THE AUGURY OF WINTER'S ICY GRIP. ..

i YEAH... I'LL BET HE RENTED
lnADA rms IT. IT SURE AIN'T NO HOME -MADE
GUY, TIMMY! HE'S . COSTUME. HE'S PROBABLY GOING
GOT A REAL CO5- TO ONE OF THOSE GROWN-UP
TUME... LOOKS JUST W, MASQUERADE PARTIES...
LIKE THE WOLF- > -
AN IN THE
MOVIES...

AUTUMN: A TIME OF CHANGE...IN WEATHER, IN NATURE'S COLORS, IN APPEARANCES..
A TIME OF IMPERSONATION, OF BOGUS GOBLINS AND WITCHES, PRANKS AND PLEASURES
. THE TIME OF HALLOWEEN...

HE EVEN WALKS LIKE
THE WOLFMAN DOES! DIDJA EVER
SEE ANYTHING SO NEAT? T'M GONNA
ToUCH HIS COSTUME.,.

I DUNNO, JIMMY. YOU KNOW
HOW STRANGERS ARE.. ESPECIALLY
GROWN-UP STRANGERS. HE
MIGHT NOT LIKE IT...

I'M NOT GONNA A, YOUR MA. DON'T
HIS LOUSY COSTUME, a‘é‘s’mes o B YOU EVER DO ANYTHING
WHAT'S HE GONNA DO ABOUT WITHOUT ASKIN' YOUR MA2
IT... 8ITE MeP

I STILL DON'T THINK
IT'S A GOOD IDEA, JIMMY. YoU
NEVER KNOW WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN.

MY MA ALWAYS SAYS.




AUTUMN: THE YEAR'S FREAMK...THE SEASON OF THE WITCH, CLOAKED IN MYSTERY
AND SHROUDED WITH A FACADE OF FALSE APPEARANCE...

HEY, MISTER, THAT'S A
PRETTY GOOD GROWL... JUST
LIKE A REAL WOLFMAN...

...AND YOUR MASK
|5 STUCK ON REAL
TIGHT, T00...

AUTUMN: A TIME OF CRYSTAL CRISP AIR, BITING WINDS, GIBBOUS MOONS... AND MURDER. ..

SAVAGE PRIMORDIAL MURDER COMMITTED BY THE BEAST OF SLASHING CLAWS AND FANGS...

HE'S A R-REAL
WOLFMAN!




AUTUMN: A TIME OF IRREVOCABLE LYCANTHROPY, THE INEXPLICABLE MIRACULOUS
CURSES OF MOONS AND META- TRANSFORMATION FROM SENSES- DEADENED MAN T0
MORPHOSIS. .. OF LYCANTHROPY... VIBRANTLY- ALERT BEAST... THE AGES-OLD CURSE
WHICH COMPELS IT6 VICTIM TO REJOICE IN THE
AGAIN... I'VE KILLED EXULTATION OF TRIUMPH...TO RENGUNCE MUNDANE
AGAIN! |T'LL NEVER END... SOCIETY'S PASSIVITY...

AND WHY SHOULD IT? /’_‘-‘\
THAT'S THE WHOLE
WHY SHOULON'T 1 IDEA, ISN'T IT? 70 BE

REVEL IN THE PRIMITIVE
THRILL OF KILLING, THE FF':EEEE":QZZE‘;;%:
WILD ABANDON OF A o nIMae

HEALTHY ANIMAL ...FEEL- G
ING THE SURGE OF POWER
THE TINGLE OF INSTINCTS

. AS NO HUMAN

POSSIBLY CAN?

NOT LIKE BEFORE.. . IN GRIMSTONE'S
SORDID FREAK SHOW, WHERE FREEDOM e
‘YRAHELATED INTO FIFTY BUCKS A WEEK
ALL THE FREE SAWDUST HEY, BIG BAD WOLF, YER
You WANTED! GONNA HAFTA HUFF AND PUFF

AND BLOW US ALL DOWN IF
\fou WANNA GET Pnsﬂ/
B\

HALLOWEEN: A NIGHT LIKE ANY OTHER. FOR
A GROUP OF INDOLENT TOUGHS LOITERING OUTSIDE
THE LOCAL BILLIARD EMPORIUM... A NIGHT TO
HARRASS OTHERS, 10 GAPE AND SNEER, TO

T/

AUNT AND JEER .

HEY, CATCH THE TRICK-OR- TREATER!
A LITTLE BIG TO BE DRESSED LIKE
THAT, DON'TCHA THINK 2

YEAH, LOOK AT

HIM... HE'S THE BIG,BAD

WOLF... AM T'M LITTLE
RED RIDIMG Hoop!

'CAUSE WE'RE BLOCKIN'

THE PATH TO GRANDMA'S HOUSE!
50 WHATCHA GONNA 20

ABOUT IT, HUH?



(

NIGHT: A TIME |N WHICH THE
FAMILIAR BECOMES OBSCURE
AND DOUBT TRANSCENDS
CERTAINTY... A TIME FOR
BROODING INTROSPECTION...

1L LIVE 10 K!LL.ETD )

0 SATIATE A NATU
CRAVING .
—

LNOT LIKE
GRIMSTONE . ..
FORCING ME AND THE
OTHERS TO ROB AND
MURDER uuesuspscrme

NIGHT: A TIME OF UNL‘ERJ'AWT/

A TIME TO SUBDUE THAT
UNCERMINTY UNDER A VENEER
OF BOLSTERED CONFIDENCE.

THE OTHERS DIDN'
MIND BEING MOLDED
TO GRIMSTONE'S EVERY
WHIM. .. THEY WERE CON-

ME, I MUST BE FREE
FREE TO CHOOSE
WHOM 1 KILL..




il Ui
. A TIME TO DIE. .. GRIMSTONE HAS
lxﬁﬁ;m’, FIEPCETD“ 15"E:nxacf NO HOLD ON ME...1 TO ME... HE'LL NE'JER
... WITH UNMITIGATED TERROR DON'T NEED HIS TRAVEL- CATCH ME..
‘A CHOKING OF SOUR BILE SEAR- ING CARNIVAL TO LURE
ING A SHRIEKING THROAT. . . VICTIMS LIKE THE
OTHERS DO..- I'M FREE...
= AND WILD?
IAA NOT
LAZY OR COMPLACENT.
1 FIND MY OWN
PRE

NIGHT: A TIME WHEN THE DISTANT UNLIKELY BECOMES THE DREADED POSSfELEWHEN THE WITCHES'

SABBATH OF ALL HALLOWS EVE COINCIDES WITH THE FULL AAOON OF THE WOLF...

THE MOON BECKONS
ME TO FOLLOW...OUT OF THE
FILTHY SOOT... CHOKED CITY'S
TURMOIL ... AND INTO THE
CLEAN WILDERNESS WHERE

1 CAN ROVE FREE...
FREE AS THE

T
WINDS... FREE AS THE
MOON ITSELF!

THE WILDS: CONDUCIVE TO RUTHLESSNESS ... WHERE THE LAW OF THE NAKED AND THE SAVAGE
HOLDS BRUTAL SWAY, WHERE THE VICTOR DRINKS THE HOT BUBBLING NECTAR OF THE WICTIMS LIFE..

GRIMSTONE 'S

SHABBY LITTLE CARNIVAL ™~

COULD SCARCELY OFFERME ™\

REWARDS AS RICH AS

THIS FEELING OF UNFETTERED
BLOODLUST. ...




...0R
¥ OPPORTUNITY TO SEEK
BLOOD AND FLESH WHEREVER
1 CHOOSE... SUCH AS THIS
ISOLATED OLD

o
AR PR 2 =7\l

LOWEEN: A NIGHT EMPLOYED BY MANY AS AN EXCUSE
"’l’gtbRcl’NK, Tg,ENGAGE IN MERRY-MAKING, TO PARTY...

LYCANTHROPY: THE AMBIVALENT AFFLICTION
a WHICH ENDOWS IT5 HELPLESS VICTIMS WITH
sosv% gMAAﬁ‘-{bF \ ! THE DUBIOUS VIRTUES OF A BEAST, WITH

THEM UPON WHICH /| LIGHTLY PADDING STEALTH...

TO FEAST. . g
THROUGH THE BACK

DOOR, 1 CAN TAKE

THEM ONE AT
A TIME ..~

PROLONGING
THE PLEASURE OF
THE KILL...




A PARTY: THE TIME FOR BANAL, EMPTY ... AND FOR DEMENTED HORROR.. .
CONVERSATION, FOR JCED DRINKS ..

A PARTY: A TIME FOR THE UNEXPECTED, THE ANOMALOUS ..
A TIME FOR SHOCKED INCOMPREHENSION, FOR STARK- EVED DISBELIEF.

W-WHAT 2!
IT'S MPOSSIBLE...
HE HAS THE STRENGTH

OF TEN MEN..!!

THE NIGHT: A TIME FOR EATE TO PLAY ITS
CAPRICIOUS MELODY OF MYSTERY. . NES, MY FRIEND, WE ARE
CELEBRATING HALLOWEEN...IN FACT,
YOU ARE SURPRISED, OUR FRIEND, THE, IT IS OUR FAVORITE DAY
wau—" YoU THOUGHT OF THE YEAR.

s £4SY a
HELPLESS = UT WE COMPRISE
P"”’”GSP GROUP OF HALLOWEEN \ ﬂoﬂr -;‘:JE usuAL
CELEBRANTS... A GATHERING OF CELEB-
- \ RANTS ... NO, WE ARE
MUCH DIFFERENT..

VAMP.FRE ! No,
IT CAN'T 8E!




HALLOWEEN: A TIME OF MASQUERADING...AS THAT WHICH YOU CAN NEVER BE..

WE LIKE TO MASQUERADE
700... BUT WHAT COSTUMES
COULD EXCEED OUR NATURAL

COUNTENANCES FOR
GRISLINESS?

YES, WE
MASQUERADE. .. BUT
AS HUMANS

10U ARE SURPRISED
TO SEE YOUR OLD FRIENDS,
MY WAYWARD WEREWOLF? A
PITY YOU CANNOT JOIN US IN
OUR FESTIVITIES...LIKE
OLD TIMES...

... BUT YOUR RECENT
TREACHERY PREVENTS
THAT. FOR, UNL/KE THE REST
OF US,YOU ARE A CHILD OF
THE NIGHT FOR ONLY BRIEF
PERIODS OF TIME...

HALLOWEEN: A STRANGE NIGHT... A HEINOUS NIGHT WHEN THE DAR,
8 0D ARE HELPLESSLY SUPPRESSED.

SUPREME AND THE FORCES OF GO
et EWVIL DEVOURS EWIL...

~OU ARE A WOLF

OMLY UNDER THE FULL

MOON.... AT ALL OTHER
b TIMES YOU ARE HUMAN..

... WITH HUMAN CAMPUNCTIONS
AND A CONSCIENCE WHICH MIGHT
FORCE YOU TO REVEAL TO THE AUTHOR-

ITIES THE MORE D/ABOLICAL
ASPECTS OF MY CARNIVAL OF
FEAR. THAT wouLD
NEVER DO.

AND 50
NoU MUST RETIN
MY CARNIVAL...

... AS FOOP FOR
YOUR FELLOVY

GRIMSTONE. .’s‘

W SIDE OF NATURE REIGNS
LA LUNATIC NIGHT WHEN

You'n
THINK THAT A
WOLFMAN, ABOVE
ALL OTHERS WOULD
KNOW BETTER THAN TO
JUDGE BOOKS BY THEIR
COVERS... ESPECIALLY
ON HALLOWEEN NIGHT.
TOO BAD GRIMSTONE'S
TRAVELING CARNIVAL
WAS PASSING
THROUGH TOWN,
EH, FEAR
FIENDS?







/ HO! HO! UERE'S OLD SANDY CLAWS CREEPY WITH A
cnmswas TAIL YULE TUST LOVE! BUT PAY ATTENTION! THIS IS
MORE THAN JUST ONE MAN'S STORY.. !

SINCE THEY PUT HIM IN THA' D'YA THINK DADDY WILL GE'
SO HAS BEEN 50 PRESENTS FROM SANTA CLA

L5

STORY: BILL DuBAY / ART: RICH CORBEN




R .
POOR RANDOLPH! HE'S TRIED SO HARD MOMMY, HOWCUM DADDY noesN ar HVE
TO MAKE FRIENDS! WITH US ANYMORI

GOT AN-
OTHER CHRISTAMAS -
KILLER FOR YoU,

WiLLY!

INGG’ ERCAF‘ED FROM
uT HOUSE

THE M
LAST NIGHT/!

)

THE KIDS IN SCHOOL ALWAYS LAUGHED AT
HIM FOR THE WAY T USED ‘W IM...

FOR THE WAY T LMKED

ONE
THE BOYS o A
00K AT HIM!
DRESSED UP LIKE A
SIDEWALK-SANTA,
A USUAL...




THEY
ONLY HAPPEN MERE
ON CHRISTMAS. ..
Just LU\'FEP;:‘LOC Y

IT'S You HE'S ALWAYS HATED! THE WAY
YOU'VE ALWAYS YELLED AT ME LWAYS
BEAT Me!

YOU'RE

ON CHRISTMAS,
DICK! YOU'RE
A Bl

ALWAYS YOU BLAME H
S'cmrﬁ‘f 1 DO MY 8 m:NFDA%;F H
IS THE THANKS 1 GET/

7

OU MEAN THEY FIGHT
LIKE YOU AND DADDY
USED TO.

YOou BEEN
SCREECHIN' AT ME
FOR TWENTY-0DD
NEARS, WOMAN... 4
e 1'VEHAD /T,




MY SON CRAZY!

CALL

©
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you

SPREAD A LITILE
CHRISTMAS

IS DADDY HAPPY IN
NEWWORK, MOMMY 2

E
2

.-+ FINALLY
ADPMIT YOU'RE

&:m FOR
'WAY RANDOLPH

St
10




FOR 1HAT.100.- DON'T YO MOM MY, YOU AND
0U BL. ME WHAT RANDOLP! DADD)’ AREN'T MARRIED
1D TO THAT LITTI.C GIRL Y NYMORE, ARE YOU?

EV%R GQWEE‘QANDOLPH ENOUG) DANIELLE'S M AND DANIELLE
5AYS 1HATMEANS
arms e e WA e WORCE, T & DON'T HAVE A
N L SEWHERE FOR THAT LSVE. 1w SBaboy No MORE:

e =
RANDOLPH:': CtDUDED MN MUST 1S DADDY ST/LL MY
BE BLAMIN@ ER FOR WHERE HE IBTODAY »‘ DADRDY, MOMMY?
\T INSTITUTION!

‘&(_
s

'-c‘k‘

Begse




o »
DO Y K RANDOLPH UMMY, WHY AR /
cﬂgfr"rmu. x}\%ﬁ Wino.a leou CRmna e b

1'M GLAD HE'S HAPPY 1T'3 BEEN L DON'T UNDERSTANG, MOMMY!
FOR ONCE, TACK! 50 SELO0! ;

R
/B RANDOLPH HAS

Gl Mommy, auAuDr |
d THINKING ABOUT
ME TONIGHT?




JUST A FEW HOLIRS AGO, £L/ONS THE WOMAN WITH HIM DrD NOT BUT PERHAPS HIS MEW 5UARDIAN

HAD RUN ACROSS THE TERRAIN ACT WOULD BE ABLE TO BREAK H

WITHIN HIS HEAD, NO WE HAP P ﬁ-'/ 0 THESE FI5CONCERTJ’N5 TRAITS
SLAN THE LIONS ¢ LUEI N,.."SHY, PANG V E HOPED SO

10 RETREAT FROM ALL PROBLEMS
INTO FANTASY:

IT WAS TO BE ANOTHER ANP _LUCIEN HAD N0

MEETING OF W/LLS. ALREADY, AS TO WHO wouLD DOMINATE

MRS, GILLFODPER WAS INSPECT- HERE, HE COULD NOT WIN/
HIS PARENTS PIED... ING HER NEW PAYING GUEST.. HE NEVER DID.




AN INTROPUCTION WAS NALF- o
THE USLAL WORPS WERE SPOKEN.., HEARTEDLY MADE w HE HAD HEARD IT ALL BEFORE,../

NOW, LUCIEN,
THIS IS PRICILLA,
MY DAUGHTER,

I or
TO THINK,
ABOUT IT/,

PERHAPS WE SHOULD MENTION, THOUGH, THAT LUCIEN'S PARENTS BECAME DECEASED, BECAUSE
SOME WILD DOGS TORE THEM APART. LUCIEN, QUITE UNDERSTANDABLY, TENDED TO BE WERVOUS
AROUND AN Y THING VAGUELY CANINE ..v

GO oM, ] e 'L
Buc -

s KY,
SIC MY
|
¥ NO, NoO!
‘ AWAY!

TEVE SKEATES / ART: RICH CORBEN




I WON'T HAVE
NONSENSES
VoU Lt AAVE T YOU'RE READY TO
BE PUNISHED MAKE FRIENDS
ALREARY.S WITH BUCKY./

OF poGs/

1 CAN'T MAKE
FRIENDS WITH IT/
IT WANTS TO
Kitl MEL

APULTS WERE O/ISCONCERTED BY LUCIEN'S BUT THEN, APULTS NEVER SEEMED TO OFFER
ABILITY TO SLIP O#L%FJ;;EARSREAmx AND INTO HIS HIM VERY PLEASANT REALITIES.
owi

ABA AND THE
FORTY THIEVESu,




«FOR THERE WAS A STRONGER, m
'ESCAPE FROM REALITY BETTER LUCIEN THAT LIVED WI?#MI...
[ ESCAPE FROM THE SELF AS
FrOM THE OUTS/DE LUCIEN..

IT /S MAGIC!
I cAN FEEL IT
WORKING,..

[T WAS INPEED POWERFIL
MAGIC ., THE DANE, [1SMAL
WALLS THAT HELD HIM THEIR
CAPTIVE WERE GONE NOW...
HE WAS FREE ..

YET HIS FREEDOM MEANT
THAT THIS CREATURE WHICH
HAD ONCE BEEN THE POG
WAS FREE A4S WELL..

AND, [UCIEN'S GREATEST
FEAR WAS SOMETHING
HE COULD NOT ESCAPE ..,

LY



‘ AR

IT 15 SOMETHING HE
HAS TO £QCE...

A THREATENING
STANCE .., AND SOMEHOW
THE CREATURE THAT ONCE
WAS DOG KNOWS 1T 15 0t/T- i
CLASSED. .. 1T STANDS A
FEW SECOMDPS, THI N TURNS
TALL ., AND RUNS...

AND, THE BEING THAT ONCE WAS LUCIEN LOOKS
ABOUT HIMSELF AT A WORLD TO BE EXPLORE,
AND, gONCE. THE EXPLORATION BEGINS..,

&




RUNNING . RUNNING.,.. THEN LGOKING BACK,
TO SEE THAT YOU HAVE OUT-DISTANCED YOUR FOE...

ONLY TO FIND A
FamiLiag FoE i FRonr AT
OF ¥0U... STARTLED INTO
PROUD ACT/ON BY YOUR \
SUDDEN ApPROACK. ) h




AND, SURPRISED, THE CREATURE - NOT THIS L NOT UNTH...
DOES MOT BACK OFF,,, TIME...

AND ONLY ONCE HE HAS TAKEN THE WOMAN'S HaND
AGAIN, POES HE NOTICE THE ADDITIONAL DAMAGE
THE FIGHT HAS BROUGHT..

HE FUMBLES TO REGAIN THE
ROCK.., FUMBLES TG SUSTAIN o e r:g:;_’;"rg‘fpm
THE DREAM... s

- - —




HE HEARD A SHRILL, UNCOMFORTABLE VOICE..,
A VOICE THAT COULD ONLY EXIST iN THE REAL

WORLD... HE TURNED AND MET P/IERCING
GLARES .0,

Look!
EE I TOLD
YOU HE WAS A
THIEE.S

PUNISHMENT ...

You CAN
JUST STAY
DOW##LTHERE

REALITY... EVERYTHING HAD CHANGED... HE
WAS LU/CIEN NOW.. AND THE ONE HE HAD
S0 HEROICALLY SAVED=-

I SAVEP A
PERSOM! SOME-
ONE WHO WoULD

KA’OW Il

., AND AN UNEXPECTED /NTRUDER....

C A &0
WILS, AND THEY WEREN'T
ABOUT TO GIVE /N
HE'D LEARN..!




THE AIR IS ELECTRIFIED WITH TENSE EXCITEMENT AS A SMALL EXPEDITION PENETRATES DEEP
INTC THE UNKNOWN CAVERN. THEY SEARCH FOR THE

)RBIDDEN TOMB OF THE ANCIENT HIGH
PRIEST KAHARTUKA. GUARDED WHISPERS AND BAN \E"‘ GE AT THE LIKELIHOOD
OF A HIDDEN TREASURE ... THOUGH OFFICIAL = C E THL POSSIBILITY. A
FEW ARCHAEQLOGISTS SOUGHT THE FORGO E 3 ‘;‘EAR ”i r‘NwM'JW THA‘
THIS CREW OF ADVENTUROUS SCHOLARS STUMBLE U N AB.

IT'5 50 BIG JUST THINK, SANDY IT SURPASSES
... AND SPOOKY WE'RE TREADING THESE ALL MY EXPECTATIONS
IN HERE! STEPS WHERE NO ONE HAS EOR SHEER DEMONICAL
WALKED FOR CENTURIES. STRANGENESS,

LET'S GO
BACK/

STORY AND ART:

: RICHARD CORBEN



THIS TOMB IS { '5 0 F THI
¥AST, JACK! IT'LL 14 % REASONS WE BROUGHT
TAKE US WEEKS TO FIND . SNOOFER ALONG!

EVEN! AND WE MA‘f NEVER 4
FIND IT IF IT'S HIDDEN!

EVEN AS THE EXPLORERS BATHED IN THE GLORY OF FINDING THE TOMB,
PLANS WERE BEING FORMED TO THWART THEIR DREAMS OF GRANDEUR...

D
& SILENCE, WORMA/! [P THESE BLASPHEMOUS YANKEES
wsw ;&q %Tsﬁsn 2 k WE'LL ABORT THIS MEAN T0 DEFILE KHARTUKA'S

THEY HAPPENED MISSION OR MY NAME SACRED TOMB! THEY'LL PLUNDER
UPON THE HOLY CAVE THE RELIGIOUS TREASURES FORTHEIR
v BE' OWN SELFISH PROFIT! THIS SACRI-
), LIGIOUS EARCE WILL BE A COMMER-

CIAL SUCCESS FOR THEM!

IT 1S WRITTEN: "THE FATE OF THOSE WHO Y STOP SITTING THERE, SNOOFER! GO
DEFY THE ANCIENT GODS, wiLL 8 A CRUEL FIND SOME BONES! GO GET 'EM, BOY./
AND VIOLENT DEATH * C EMS

OUR DUTY IS CLEAR!
IF THEY FIND KHARTUKA'S
SHELL, WE MUST INVOKE
THE DUST LADEN CURSE
OF THE AVENGER !

FIND THEM BONES OR I'LL
BLOW YOUR HEAD OFF/ YA GOTTA
KNOW HOW TO TALK
TO THESE SPECIALIZED
HIGH-STRUNG PURE
BREDS!




(Gmon g

HE'S ONTO
SOMETHING!

IT.../IT's
AHARTUKAS
BURIAL PLACE!




HURRYYL..
THE TREASURES
AWAIT US! _/

BUT WHERE 15 THE N
TREASURE? IT'S S0
BARE IN HERE, YOU'D
THINK THIS MUMMY
DIED A PAUPER?

GRERR !

THE TREASURE
MUST BE BACK INTHIS
OTHER BUILDING.

OF COMING
ALL THIS
WAY WITH

NO
GOLD...

KHARTUKA
MUST BE JUST
A GUARDIAN

MUMMY!




THEY DROPPED HIM ON HIS.

NEAD! OH GREAT KHARTUKA, THIS
CANNOT GO UNPUNISHED!

DOES THIS
MEAN...7

BREW THE SPEC/AL TEA,
WORMA, L KNOW THE MYSTIC \51 2@2“33“«5&'?%”%
SPELL wsu. ! use NINE NINA- WILL KHARTUKA LIVE
R,NO...IT'S EL AGAIN?

I THrNK
HE'S MOVING,
REVENGE, HHAHTUKA

1 TELLYOQU,

HE MovED!

HARTUKA, ARISE N

% YAWN,: AND STRIKE
'DOWN THOSE WHO..

£ YAWN ... COMMITTED
THIS SACRILEGE...

ZYA

ARE WAITING?




WORMA, WAKE Quick’

UR, YOU DOLT! THE FETCH THE LEBEN
INFIDELS ARE RETURN- TEA. MAYBE ANOTHER
ING! HELP ME REMOVE

NHARTUKA

SHOT WILL GET
HIM GOING/

.
Joy-FILLED ADVENTURERS, THEIR ARMS FILLED WITH PRECIOUS TREASURE MARCH BACK
THROUGH THE CAVERNOUS TOMB. THEY HAVE FOUND THE RICHES THEY SO LECHEROUSLY SOUGH
’ g 7 MEAH!T N
WER HeH HEH: ) ccohare WaroRogE BET THEY'LL
WE'LL BE RICH.T'L [ 25F i ERy DAY OF THE EVEN PUT OUR
BUYA CAUPLE YEAR AND FIFTY... MAYBE PICTURES IN
MANSIONS AND 1Y FUR COATS. THE MUSEUM
YACHTS..- QUARTER

You HOLD 'IM
UR L'LL POURIT
DOWN HIM!  ¢8




THE MYSTIC SECRETOF

THE ANCIENTS WORKED. DOES THAT MEAN

: f I youLooK Like A
HE'S GOING NOWL KL, / REAL EGYPTIAN R I'LL BE A MOMMY
™ INCESS

SOME DAY, T00?

HEY! JUST

REALIZED.. \WHERE ... AND WORMA? SNOCFER!
...AND THAT DOG, /

1S HARDOFF BEY. S T SO0 WHDOPS:

SNOOFER!




ABE YA BEY
e
You DID IT! YU KILLED ;
THEM! OF GREAT AND LR
MIGHTY KHARTUHAL




WIGHLORD!
THE PLUNDERING OF
THE A/VE-MESTS NEARS
CULMINATION/

THE CAPTURED HONEY
WILL PROVIDE EXCELLENT
LUBRICATION FOR OUR

PREPARE TO
PEBARK THIS
RAVAGES
WORLD/

HE NEXT PLANET
PESTINEP TO FALL
BEFORE THE Y444/

IS EARTH !




N
j l LT ROBERT ST JOMN SITS HUNCHED !
B OVER AN EVER-FLICKERING VISI- / iz

T- SCREEN. THE PICTURE IS BLEAK-GRIM !
! v

|

|

THERE ARE WARSHIPS, THOUSANDS
OF THEM .. STREAKING DIRECTLY
TOWARD EMERALD EFARTH ./

LRy

\:
)
THE SOLAR CORPS OFFICER KNOWS HE
15 THE OMNLY MAN ALIVE WHO CAN
ST0P THEM! UNFORTUNATELY, FATE .

HAS CHOSEN HIM TO PLAY THE ROLE

OF ...

rriimr

r//

ONLY ONE GOAL RANKS
WITH PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE
WINNING!

ST JONN! DEEP
SPACE PROBES INDICATE
WE ARE UNPER
IMMINENT THREAT OF ST JOHN'S ENTIRE EXISTENCE
VASIONS HAS BEEN PEVOTED TO
- SAVORING THE UNBRIDLEP
J0YS OF FAR-FLUNG
FAME AND FORTUNE ...




HE WAS WILLING TO STOP AT NOTHING TO 'ru?ﬁ?“sii
e TERMINALS OF THE

SIMUCATOR!

WHEN THE
609D COLONEL
ACTIVATES THE

UNIT HE'LL BE.,

LINCLUDING MURDER S

INCINERATED! THAT WAS
THE ONLY WORP ST JOKN CoULD
“" THINK OF WHEN HE HEARP THE
COSMONAUT'S SEARING SCREAM AND
SMELLED THE NOISOME FOULNE
OF SCORCHED FLESH/

SOMETHING'S GONE HISTORY! HE WAS MAKING H/STORY/ AT LAST HE
HRONG... PANGEROUSLY, Z WAS CLAIMING THE ELUSIVE PEST/NY THAT WAS
PRASTICALLY RIGHTFULLY HIS/
v

YET, THE SENSATION WAS SOMEHOW EMPTY.
MEANINGLESS! IT WAS NOT THE GRAND EUPHDRIA
HE WAS 50 LESPERATELY SEEKING../

m




ST JOHN HAS TASTED SUCCESS
FORMS. . BUT NOW FIND:
LRECKING ¢

T'S MANY
5 THEM ALL HOLLOW..

LOOMING DEATH CAN DO THAT T0 A MAN,,, BUILD A

WALE AROUND HIM .. MAKE HIM FEEL SEPARATED
AND ALONE

SOLAR CORPS LIEUTENANT ROBERT

ST JOWN WAS ROCKETED ALOFT TORAY THE NATIONS OF THE WORLP HAVE UMITED IN

ABOARD A SPECIALLY PESIGNED, CAMOU-
FLAGED SPACE CAPSULE.. WHERE HE'LL

REMAIN IN ORBIT FOR SIX MONTHS WAITING|
TO INTERCEPT AN ARMADA OF UNKNOWN,

A COMMON CAUSE OF BUILPING THE VERY
FIRST COBALT 80MB! THE AMERICAN
ASTRONAUT ACTING LIKE A PROVERBIAL
TROJAN HORSE WILL DETONATE THE

ALIEN ATTACKERS! POOMSOAY WEAPON WHEN THE

INVAPERS COME WITHIN RANGE /

AND NOW, THE LOCAL SCENE/ kfar.oot 23

EP
WASHINGTON IS5 NOT FUNDING SU‘FICH‘NT
MED/ICAL AIC TO THE POOR /

MORE ON
TH!S ANP OTHER
TOP WEADLINES,
AFTER A WORD

FROM OUR
SPONSOR.!

~™

AMNKIET ! & OREAE 1 OTIC

T WEKES MHED

SWEAT! 1T'S b GOPLESS 16 BIE AL ONE! o
OON'T DU AGREE, LI 2 &
r e -
-
PON'T VoL, P -



GENERAL ! MY
SCREEN PETECTS UN-
CALCUBLE POWER!‘VE‘S
EMANATING FROM A
EAR-BY PL‘NE?OID’

SCAN IT AT MONITORS
ONCE, WITH ALL REGISTER FUS/ON
AVAIL ABL| ENERGY... ENOUGH TO
WAVELENGTHS! 48 PECIMATE OUR
FORCES/

THIS couLp
SPELL DOOMs
IMPERIL THE

ENTIRE FLEET"

LETHALS

WE'R
cr.oszE..j lsVaDN’T CGMMUM\CATIDNS
CONCEDE CONTACT THE B1O-
VICTORY/ ORGAleM’ PERHAPS
WE CAN MAKE A DEAL
WITH THE |
i

YOU'RE GROWING
UP AAST, BOBBIE /
THERE'S AcoT OF

LIFE /SN'T

YoU COME OUT
on 7oP¢




MUMANY THE
YHAN LIVE GNLY TO
DESTROY ALL THINGS! SPARE THIS IS
US TO FULFILL OUR MIGHTY NO MERE TRICK!
FATE AND WE WILL MAKE MY IMPERIAL
YOU IMMORTAL ! WoRrRP 15
LAWY

SURE I DO,
Suzz/E! IT'S JUST
THAT PROJECT OMEGA
15 MORE /MPORTANT. ..
BIGGER THAN ALL

oF us/

I ONLY
KNOW I1'M MARRIED TO
i A “’“”G?g' ygu'nzeo s0
* BUSY ACTING COLP AN
‘S’é’éfs‘fé’# 3 « UNLOVING YOU PON'T HAVE
) TIME TO BE A MANS YOU'RE
A MACHINE !

IT ISN'T
THAT I HATE You!
IT's JUST THAT I
SUPPENLY REALIZE
THERE'S NEVER BEEN
ANYTHING REALLY

BETWEEN US!

1T's A
FACT, SON..,YOU
HAVE TO BE A
BACKSTABBER

AT TIMESS
REMEMBER
THAT/

THAT'S.




ST JOHN SEES HIMSELF THE WAY  THE YOUNG ASTRONAUT WALKS LIKE A
L HE REALLY 15! BEHIND THE HERO  MAN IN A DREAM UP THE RAMP OF
MEAN MUCH ... BUT MAYBE LURKS A BASE-BORN COWARPD. THE YHAN FLAGSHIP!
SOMEPAY YOU'LL REMEMBER
IT AND THINK OF ME .

GOOPBYE, - P mA PREAM THAT IS SWIFTLY BROKEN,..
PARLING/ I HOPE v AS A ROARING SUIT-RAPIO REPORTS
You CAN FIND AUTOMATIC ENGINES HAVE BLAZED

Psvggss\éw’r:r: INTO LIFE .. FOREVER EXILING THE
LF/ PREAD 80M8 FROM THE SOLAR SYSTEM !

?@ HE HAS KEPT HIS HALF OF THE BARGAIN!

PN A TRIO OF GLISTENING METAL CREATURES
ESCORTS HIM TO AN OPERATING
CUBICLE... WHERE THEY WILL
COMPLETE THE PACT/

LT. STJOHN I3 A PLAN QUICKLY TAKES SHAPE ! PERHAPS THE LIEUTENANT
STRAPPED DOWN BY L CAN USE THESE STRANGELY HONOR-BOUND BEINGS TO
STAR-SURGEONS! A SALVAGE HIS OWN SHATTERED EGO

PRUG-GAS CAUSES THE

HUMAN TO SLEEP/

YOU'VE
GIVEN ME A

THE ABSTRACT “T'p LIKE 10

ELEMENT OF 7iME PERSONALLY THANK °,

PASSES, THE NOW- YOUR LEAPER". FGR

IMMORTAL MAN HIS GENEROSITY!

AWAKES TO PISCOVER S ”

HIS BRAIN HAS BEEN (MEEVWG CAN

TRANSPLANTED BE ARRANGED.

INTO AN ALIEN - FoLLOW ME'
MECHO=FORM ! / I




ST T0HN SO0 FINS HIMSELF IN THE

WHISHLORD'S PRIVATE QUARTERS,,.
. ““'m’:ﬁ‘; " :

I nON-HUMAN {

| 1 uncerstane 7 WATH MR

THAT. A oFE ¥ yaua a;ww-

HEAR YOUR
SCREAMS.

—
ATTENTION! ALL R
Y MEMBERS! THIS IS
YOUR NEW WIGHLORD!
A E WON MY

MY WORD IS
IMPERIAL LAW/

WE FELT THERE
WAS NO REASON TO
WARN HIM,.. SINCE HE
WAS ALREAPY POOMED
TO DIE IN THE BOMB
BLAST/

HIS PEATH

UNFORTUNATELY,
o HIS BRAIN CELLS
WE'RE NOT SURE HOW. WILL 500N START TQ
HE DID IT, MR. PRESI|DENT... \ Q/S/INTEGRATE .,
UT ST JOHN SOMEHOW PUE TO PROLGNGED
MANAGED TO BOARD A txﬁas
WARSHIP AND SIVERT A
THE ARMADA / maltrmh'!




WWAT WOULD HAPPEN IF THE GOVERNMENT EVER DECIDED
TO MASTER THE MYSTIC ARTS ® IT'S ALL SPELLED OUT FOR
N YOU M ..

SEE: TWO MEN_.. TENSE, TIGHT-LIPPED! THEY
HEAR: THE RAUCOUS WHINE OF A JET-COPTER. . . STEEL STARE MUTELY AHEAD AT THE BLEAK, HEAT-
RIBBED PRODUCT OF A POLLUTION -FRAUGHT TECHNOLOGY! SCORCHED NOTHING NESS.!

‘ THEN, THE ONE

IN THE PILOT'S.
CHAIR TYRNS AND
SPEAKS.

STORY: RICH MARGOPOULOS / ART:: RICH CORBEN

1



ROTORS BEATING IN A MAD,
CIRCULAR FRENZY., . THE AIRCRAFT
ALIGNTS AT THE BASE OF A MAS-

SIVE MOUNTAIN - FORTRESS. . .

" VERY g
IMPRESSIVE
STRUCTURE!

N
¥ WHEN ALL HELL'S
ABOUT TO BREAK
LOOSE! SORRY. TS AN
INSIDE JOKE!

~ " YOU COULDN'T ~.

HAVE ARRIVED AT A MORE
OPPORTUNE TIME! WE'RE

SCHEPULED TO RUN

A TEST N HALF
¥ AN HOUR!

THE VERGE OF A
BREAKTHROUGH... AND
h, You ?ﬂY WITNESS

X




“THE VEHICLE HUMS ALONG UNTILIT ARRIVES AT CONTRAL CENTRAL!

AS YOU KNOW, THE
HAWKS IN WASHINGTON
”E‘T:Irs IS‘[::E ARE STILL SILEHTLV%—
e ING OVER OUR WEAPOI
NERVE CENTER YﬂE‘TIE% éﬂp“;.f THE

e . ARMS CONTROL. .

MUTUAL LIMITATION OF
NUCLEAR MISSILES,..MAKES

THEY MAY
BE I/ BUT
THAT'S BESIPE

“THIS UNDERGROUND COMPLEX ... PROTECT MYSTIC WAND..IS WORKING ON A NEW FORM OF WARFARE... ONE THAT
WILL MAKE ATOANIC ATTACK OBSOLETE! IT BEGAN WHEN ONE OF OUR RESEARCHERS STUMBLED ACROSS THE AXIOM!™

ITREADS...IF T = IN OTHER.
CAN QUOTE |T CORRECTLY... g WORDS, FOR EVERY
: FORCE 'IN NATURE,
THERE IS ALWAYS
NOT SURPASSED IN POWER A STRONGER
D STRENGTH BY SOME
OTHER THING...

... AND FOR gﬂ;’m - W
INDIVIDUAL THIN T 1 % 4
1S _GIVEN ... ANOTHER AND Y [ e f EXA ;.‘
A STRONGER 1S ALSO GIVEN S !
FORMER

BY WHICH THE P
CAN BE PESTROYED! k

.
y
ICTL:
ENATOI




WASTED HERE! I'VE
B, SEEN ENOUGH!

DON'T You

o SENATOR. ..
¥ WaAlT! BEFORE YoU
GO, LOOK AT THIS! IT
MAY CHANGE YOUR
MIND!

= —
74 CHARTS
"AND GRAPHS... STRANGE,
UNEARTHLY SYMB0LS!
WHAT IS IT?

Wik

TSPl we'ee
ABOUT TO WEAVEY,

P witH THE
SPIRIT WORLD

AT OUR COMMAND..)

WE WOULD HAVE A

STRIKE-FO,
WITHOUT EQUAL/

SENATOR
RMSTRONG... PL
JUST ANOTHER

MINUTE !

TODAY'S

SESSION/

110



CURIQUS ?
: THE
sl DOC'S GIVING
US THE HIGH
THE SIGN,MR. JACOBS.. REGISTERS
DOCTOR RECENTLY THE S/GNAL T0 ACTUALLY, ARE PICKING UP
o:om :rx. ‘E'TERDA STUDY START! T‘me se'vsml ;IK'E "%’;‘#ﬁ fgﬁsr..
H ICRAFT.. AN e | TRAPPI N'T
FED THE RESULTS W = NEGESSARY! WAVE- LENGTHS!
70 THE PROJECTS
COMPUTERS! V -
JUST THAT DR.

A
CHURNING

1 WANT THIS ALt
ON TAPE!

Y'SURIL! ™

ONE AMIDST THE
FETID GODS!
ME?

THOUGH
MY SOUL MAY




JACOBS!
MA'![BE WE HAD

1 Kwow
WHAT YOU'RE

ING BACK...,

bl THE EVER WAVERING COLORS...
THE STRANGE PULSE-FLICKERING
LIGHTS... GROW SUDDENLY oM,
SHIFT T0 A DULL-GREY SHACOW-

FORM, THEN FLARE AGAIN WITH
AWESOME NOVA-WHITENESS...

12

... AND WHERE THE
EERIE, ASTRAL DISPLAY

ONCE PANCED, A

DEMON STANDS!

GOOD LORD!
MARIANG'S
DONE IT/

DON'T
WASTE TIME
HHN'G.‘




SILKEN ROBES RUSTLING...
THE AGED MAN SCURRIES
FOR wE sscuﬁrrrop THE
STEEL- LINED SHAPOWS!

AND WATCHING HIM 16 THE DEMON! TWIN THE TOWERING BEING TAKES A CRASHING STEP FOR-
EYES LIKE DEVIL-DOARK COALS assw To WARD AG IF T0 FOLLOW THE MORTAL WHO BECKONED
BLAZE AN UNGODLY GREE HIM FROM BEYOND THE LOWER DEPTHS.

FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MAMELESS ETERNITY, Y'SURIL
FEELS THE FEARSOME S/TE OF NERVE-NUMBING 2AINS

LET'S DROP
DOWN AND SEE
OFFER HIf




THIS 15 AND THAT WAILING
THE DAWNING SHRIEN. ‘IHAT RUMBUNG.
0 THUNDER-LIKE ROAR... AS IF
THE ENTIRE MOUNTAIN
WERE CRUMBLING.




PROLOGUE

WE WAS CN A GENE-
STUFFS MISGION.. .OUR THARL-A-
WHIRL RAN OUT OF GO-GOOK
AND CRASHED.

[ L
BUT, LISTEN, BUDDY... FWE
DON'T MAKE IT, YDU E:DTTA
SURE ‘FHEEE VIALS GET BACK =]
E GENE SITE HEAR?

OH GOD, THANM YOu.!
WE WAS BEGINNING T THINK
NO ONE WOULD &0 US !

C'MON...
WE HAFTAGET
PETEY FF‘Z5T .HE'S




BUT THEY ARE wouéur m%mmcr 5

HARD JOHN APPLE HAS ELIGJOU‘.
'PREFERENCE. HIS MARK 16 Fl

WITH PIsTOLS, GRENAIJD
MACH!NE‘BUNS

S0 HARDSUHNAPPLE Jue‘r DRIVES AW
THE LAST DROP OF GO-BOOK FALLS FroM
THE TWIRL-A-WHIRL'S MIIRI.Y TW&Y

STORY: JIM STENSTRUM / ART: RICH CORBEN




"LOTTA OPPORTUNITY OUT
THEY LAUGHED, THEY FELLOK | ANk witv: HEmios
THEIR BUTTS, LAUGHING, | piE OF HOME, ALL THEM
FAR-0UT MOUNTAINS, GREEN
FIELDS, AMBER GRAIN..."

.
"L ISSEN, HARD JOHN. WE'RE GONNA DIVYY
UBTHE O.5. ' KANSAS? YOU MEAN THE  ("ME'S CRAZ)" THEY THOUGHT.

I P L 3 : =
.. . A ms e e STATE OFKANSAS? | LES NEVER BEEN TOWKAN-
FINE. T'LL TAKE KANSAS. You! GOTTA BE KIDOI. 546 OR HE'D KNOW..-

"THINK NOTHING OF IT! YOU'LL HAVE TO CLEAR IT OUT FOR
B YOURSELF THOUGH. THE CATLICKS WON'T RECOGNIZE IT
AS HARD JOHN APPLE'S OWN PRIVATE STATE. "

D
CLEAR ITOUT
ALL RIGHT!

INSANE, CRATY TIME. WHAT MAN WOULD TAKE
ON AN EANTIRE STATE OF CATLICKS BY HIMSELF?
AND FOR WHAT EARTHLY PURPOSE? FOR KANSAS?
THEY AGREED HE WAS MAD, BUT WERE HAPFY

‘| 70 SEND HidM THERE. NO CNE ELSE WANTED TG GO.

BUT You CAN BELIEVE IT. HARD JOHN
APPLE KNOWS WHAT HE'S DOING.

m



g: m&lﬂgﬂ JOHN :ﬂ?ﬂc&:ﬂ:&!a%hg%s:"m BUT HUNGER (8 UPON HIM, AND HARD JOHéd
Ko/ , - ROCERY STORE, HE'S
FINDS HIMSELF DOUBLING BACK OVER OLD TERRITORY tgz%LEESDAMLA%YG \zgRA&GSJNCE HE FOUND THE
S et SIS | e ey o s B e A
5 = ON THE E .
CAUSE THE OLD LANGUAGE PIED WITH THE HOLY-COST, A RSO ne it T

THIS KNOWLEDGE HELPS HIM SURVIVE.
ALONG WITH HI5 TRUSTY FLAME THRQ-- MORE OF THEM. IN THE MEAT FREEZER. CHRIST-
= DAMMIT, THE CATLICKS TJUST WON'T GET IT
THROUGH THEIR HEADS. WELL, EVEN M/SS
MARY AIN'T GONNA HELP TH/S LOT...

- -

il A .

Hi8 EYES ADJUST SHARPLY TO THE SIGHT BEFORE MiA. THESE ARE NOT
CATLICKS. .. NOT PROTSTINTS. THESE WERE PEOPLE HE'D NEVER SEEN BEFORE.




DAVIDISTS! 1
THOUGHT YOU WERE ALL. RUBBED
OUT AGES AGO!

WELL. WE'LL
TAKE CARE OF THAT ALL.
RIGHT NOW..

ALL RIGHT, YOU PEOPLE,
LISSEN UP! YOU'RE TRESPASSIN'/ "='S
HERE'S Kﬁﬂfdﬁ‘. AND KANSAS 15

MINE! 50 VAMOOSE!

NOW I'M GONNA BE COMIN' BACK
THIS WAY IN A COUPLE YEARS, AND You'D
BETTER NOT BE HERE WHEN 1 RETURN.

SAVVY? UNDERSTANCO?

AW, HELL .
IT AIN'T WORTH
THE EFFORT...

YEAH.,..I KINDA
FIGURED YOU'D GET
THE MESSAGE!



S0 WHAT TO DO MOW? MAKE A DEAL
PROTS; 8I/G.

SHOTS?
Hi& DISCOVERY AND

No...NOGOOD, PLAN GOES AS BEFORE,
EVER‘!TH!PH‘IJGB m THE TABLE Now/
& POKE

CATLICK GENE SITE...
THREE HOURS LATER...

AS WELL, THERE WERE | | SOME SEVEN YEARS AGO, HE'D DISCOVERED THIS
;‘rg"-““ o a2 & 10 || MORE GUARDS ALONG | | PARTICULAR GENE SITE ... THE ONLY ONE HE'S
MARD JOHN ALLTHE MORE NER- || THE WAY! AND THE ALLOWED TO REMAIN STANDING. A PRIVATE PLACE.
m HE HAD BEEN HERE may REASONS WERE OBIIOUS. A PLACE TO THINK...AND PLAN.

, BUT
W ALWAYS BEEN M‘WL’

Bur lOOK AT IT NOW/ A VERITABLE CESSPOOL
L SLUT DRAINAGE IN SFMI-NHMAN
FDRM WITH FLAUNTING LLOONS Al

B84
VILE MUCK-WUCKS.

10



...BUT HE SHAKES IT OFF...HE
KNOWS WHAT MUST BE DONE.

THE AYMPHOS HAVE NOW BECOME PRIMELD, AND
HARD JOHN APPLE KNOWS THAT MORE GENE
STUFFS WILL GET THROUGH EVENTUALLY. TO STOP
THE CATLICKS FROM GROWING AND THRIVING IN
NUMBERS, HE MUST NIP THIS IN “THE BUD. .,

121



&

: .ofmm‘m\wyw “M"W‘"W”'* "“"“"ﬁ‘f"thi'w
-

¥

o o
SO00N, HE COULD GET DOWN
0 SOME SER/OUS KILLING.




THREE MEN WALKED BRISKLY
INT( JONAS' CANDY
OUNTAIN
B THEY DION‘T
CANDY OR 5004

- YOUR DECISION,
POP! TIME 16 MONEY
+.AND WE GOTTA HAVE
50ME FOR ALL THE TIME
WE'VE INVESTED ON YOUR
LITTLE ESTABLISH-
MENT HERE. ..

L HERE'S A LITTLE NUMBER ABOUT
GHASTLY GANGSTERS AND
W YOLATILE WOLENCE ! THIS
TERROR TRIP JOURNEYS INTO
A STRANGE NEW WORLD,
THE WORLD OF THE...

~ZaLL THE

POLICE? T HEAR
(amepuzamces are
MUCH QUICKER,
FOP...

STORY: DOUG MOENCH / ART: RICHARD CORBEN 123



... YOU'RE
YOUNG, WALTER
ACCUSED HIM OF .. TOO YOUNG.
SUBTLE SOMEDAY YOU
NEXT TIME, METHODS... YOU CAN'T LET THEM | WILL LEARN
PO, YOU WON'T PUSH You
EVEN BE ABLE TAKE YOUR
TIME...LOCK
THRQUGH OUR
BROCHURE OF QUALITY
VENDING MACHINES.
WE'LL BE BACK
TOMORROW FOR
YOUR FINAL
ANSWER.

~JUSTAS T
TOPAY LEARNED...
THAT HIS VENDING
MACHINES wouLp
LOOK VERY GOOD

IN MY MCDEST

/" 1 HAVE A HARD
ENOUGH TIME

STANDING UP BEHIND

THE S0LA COUNTER ALL |

DAY...HOW CAN T STAND

UP TO MEN LIKE

i ) BETTER YOU
£ > Wi p 1E SHOULD FORGET
\THER WH EV A| 2
ER WHO NEVER CAME B4CK..! | 1 g A
h: y COMIC BOOKS AND
TO WALTER, POP’S NAME WAS A \ 1 v 2, GO HOME TO YOUR
MEANINGFUL ONE... j

WO, POP!
TKNOW A WAY! 1
" KNOW A wAY TO STOP
THEM. .. TO SEND THEM
TO HELL WHERE THEY
BELONG! TRUST ME,
POP! WE CAN PO IT
TOGETHER

MO! You
CAN'T PO IT, POP!
YOU CAN'T LET ‘EM
LO THIS! T'LL HELP

\ You, PorI TULL HELP \ NS
n( 2

YOU STAND UP
~AGAINST THEM .,

— i
= 7 OKAY POP, S\
ILLG0..BUTT
DIPN'T FIGURE YOU

T NEVER, ™
WALTER! NEVER ™
/ DOT WANT TC HEAR ¢
YOU TALK LIKE THAT!
YOU HAVE MADE ME VERY
| ANGRY, WALTER, FOR T
|\ THINK YOU ARE NOT
\UNLIKE CHARLIE SCHMIED
% AND HIS
. HOOLIGANS!

GO HOME
NCW, AND NEVER

\SPEAK LIKE THAT

\4544;#.'

pr]



CHARLIE SCHMIED 18 AN ENERGETIC
s IF

A SUCH A MESS
FIRST ON A NEW JOB.
N MERCHANDISE, NOT THOSE CRIMINALS
IN SCRUPLES ... MADE LAST. NIGHT T
e AM AN HONEST MAN.
I DO NOT DESERVE |
SUCH TREATMENT... AND |
1 DO #OT DESERVE
TO BE THOUGHT OF
AS A COWARD
_ BY WALTER!

J WALTER 15

"7 80 YOUNG-..
4 HE LOOKS uP TO
ME, CONSIDERS ME

HI5 IDEAL. T
MUST BE A GOOP
EXAMPLE TO

LOTTA PIN-
BALL MACHINES

ALWAYS S4/0 N
A PINBALL MACHINE'C
LOOK REAL NICE IN
POP JONAS' STORE.

REAL NICE.

IWILL REFUSE \
THEIR VENDING
MACHINES. ..

PROTECT ME. AND FOR
THE LAST 7/ME, I DON'T
NEEDP ANY OF YOUR

PINBALL MACHINES!

e
=
~ MORNING, POP.
LOOK OVER OUR
B aeocwure? we cor  Hiedd
ANICE MEW MODEL FOR B

YA...A PINBALL
MACHINE.
= —1

MY STORE 1S5 SMALL.

A PINBALL MACHINE

WOULD £ROWD THE
1

REFUSING
Us WON'T LOOK
GOOP, POP. OUR
OTHER CUSTOMERSG
MIGHT GET THE IPEA
A THAT THEY CAN REFUSE
LEARN THE EASY S LY U TOO, SINCE YOU HAVEN'T
WAY, DO ¥A, T THINK LEARNED, POP...WE'RE
POP? BESIPES THE PINBALL GONNA HAVE TO MAKE
MACHINE YOU'RE GONNA HAFTA | AN EXAMPLE OF
TAKE OUT SOME PROTECTION | YoUu FOR THE
NSURANCE FROM US TOO! / ] OTHERS, ..

125




TOUGH ON POP LAST
NIGHT. HE AIN'T NO
COWARD...TJUST
oLy £

R WHAT HAVE THEY
= QOONE 70 YOUT!
OMIGOSH ! THEY. ..
THEY KILLED

NG ALTHOUGH ONLY
x A SUBST/ITUTE, SOME-
Y HOW POP JONAS'S DEATH |

HURTS HIM MORE THAN HE w2
HAS EVER BEEN HURT/

LISTEN TO ME,
POP. WE

COULD'VE PONME

/T TOGETHER!,




LARK
MASTER, ONE OF
THY EMISSARIES 1

BEG THEE SEMD...
7O BRING ABOUT
WITH HORROR THE

EVIL ONE'S END.

WHO
THE HELL
COULD THAT
BE AT THIS

EBON PRINCE

THY SERVANT'S
ASKING...

W THROUGH DEATH
ENSURE AN AGONY
F LIFE EVER-

LASTING! -




OH GOR! MY BODY, TORN.
ll BLOOD SPLATTERED EVERY-
WHERE.

LORD OF Scem, re-
MOVE THE VIETIM FROM
ALL GPACE AND

/
ALK LASH HIS
SPIRIT WITH WHAT
HE FEARS...TO SuIT
THE PUNISHMENT
TO THE CRIME!

A LOOMING DEMONIC Fi
A GLINTING BLADE OF SEi
AGONY...AND E ERLAsTle

HIG BLOCD, AC/ID - SEARING THROUGH BARBED VEINS, ..
PIERCING PUS-CYSTED MUSCLES...RIPPING BAIN-
SLASHED FLESH...

ONE BIG BALL
OF PAIN.../

wSLAMMED AGAINST AN
UNYIELDING MASS, 6PASMS OF
EXCRUCIATING PAIN SHUDDER THE
CORE OF HIS BEING...AND THE
REALIZATION OF HORROR.., !

WH-WHAT's
HAPPENIIHNNGG..,! 2,

SE/ZED BY fNE’\PLi«.ABLE
FGREE MHURLED

IMMENSITY OF
MAILS DRIVEN INTO
EARPRUMS. .. HIS THROAT
PINCHED ON 50U

A RUSH OF AIR IN A SUFFOCATING
VACUUM. . .HOWLWIND S STABBING
HIS EARS,.. PAIN ESSENTIAL,
SPEED UMMAGINABLE.,.

- IMPACT PEVASTING...
TERROR IMMINENT...




WINEXORABLE,., N THE Sl | AND 50 1T GOES.. A TOTAL
s5- Py PERPETUAL

MANY FLASHING ... THROUGH AN
i ALL-CONSUMING! / FANGED SCRABBLING b %ﬁ%@iﬁgﬂﬁ;
= DEMON-GHOULS WITH e o -
SHARP SHARP

TALONS...RAKING \.C‘MHJ‘UNEEE AN | |...iniTiaTED BY A
FIRE AND TRANSCENDED BY ‘
SIZZLING

DARKLING ARTS...

ALITTLE BOY, wHO
IN HIS OWN STRANGE
WAY, HAS PEALT
QUT AN ODP FOR)

OF JUSTICE!

CHARLIE SCHMIED, RUTHLESS
SYNDICATE GTRONGARM MAN, HAS

SUCCEEDED IN. PLACING ONE OF

HIS PINBALL MACHINES IN HELL...!

PERHAPS HE'D BE PROUD
OF THIS UNPRECEDENTED
FEAT...IF NOT FOR THE
FACT THAT CNE OF SAZAN'S
MINIONS 15 A HIGHLY
ACCOMPLISHED PLAYER IN
THE SLIGHTLY ALTEREP
VERSION OF THE GAME...!

HE'S GCT CRAZY FLIPPERED
FINGERS...AND NEVER DROPS
THE BALL...

WINNING FREE GAME

AFTER FREE GAME...

WITH NEVER THE SLIGHTEST
FALL ..ol

HE'S THE PINBALL
WIZARD,, OF HELL!







