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ANITA SANTIAGO LISTENS TO
THE BRUSQUE VOKE, WATCHES
THE EMPHATIC GESTURES OF

COURT
OVER THE BREAKFAST TABLE.

SHE CHASTISES HERSELF :
FOR BEWNG SO JIPSMENTAL-- Y

-~BUT HER
HOSTILE
REMAINS ~ -

==THAT SHE WILL

PISCOVER THAT
PON RAFAEL 1S THE
ONE WHO HAS BN
SAVAGELY MURFERING
WOMEN WHO LIVE IN
THE VICINITY OF THKS
ISOL ATED

AT
COASTLINE.

BELIEVE ME, IF T HAZ KNOWN WHEN
YOUR FATHER ASKED IF YOU COULP STAY WITH
hUS, THAT A WOMAN WOULD BE AT SUCH RISK,
=t IN THS AREA-- —

Y --T WOULD NEVER
HAVE TAKEN ON SUCH

A GEAVE
b RESPONSIBILITY!







BUT WHAT REALLY CONCERNS ME

WHERE YOU ARE CONCERNED,

SENORITA SANTIAGO, 1S YOUR

IGNORANCE REGARDING THE

RUSSIAN VESSEL IN OUR
MIZST,

WITH MANY
W OF SPAIN'S NE
| WORLC COLONIES
I\ OUTSIPE CALIFORNIA
N RESELLION--

--WE LANNOT
AFFORD To LONSIPER
SUCH A SHIF WITH
MAWETE. THERE ARE
MANY COUNTRIES WITH
EXFANSIONIST POLICIES

WHO LD LOVE

ALL OF THIS COMST-
LINE A5 THEIR

ABANPONEF TEN MEN

ANP

L oo
A WOMAN... AT CARMEL
BAY ONE NIGHT.







b WHAT T AM WARNING YOU ABOUT, SENORTTA
| SANTIAGO, 15 NOT TO TRUST THESE RUSSIANS,

“TON'T THINK. THEY ARE HERE

ﬁ MERELY TO TRAPE 600PS AND |
mN.CE AT PRESIPIO FIESTAS, /0

ONLY RATUOUS ROMANTICS
LIKE VICTORIA MARAGD 4

THEN, SHEY HEAR THE TRUTH!
WouLP iELi%W SUCH iy

YOUNG WOMEN CouLP
FENEFIT FEOM HEARING THE
TRUTH BATHER THAM SWooVING
TO THE EOMANTIC PENVEL OF
NOVELISTS WHO MAKE AN

UNSCRBUFULOUS LIVING AT
\.»\.'FZI'!’!N& LIES ABOUT UNPYING,
FOOMED PEVOTION!

WHAT IF SHE BVER
HEARD YOuU

PSR oo

PON'T YoU GRRIREE ATTACK OH, T PON'T MEGSUE THAT!, ANP Yol KNOW You LOVE #e,
THE SHE LOVES S0 BUT YoU RerFuSeE To 1
PEARLY, SHE'LL BE PEVASTATESY :

ACKNOWLEDPGE WER
GO0 HEART,
FATHER !

I'LL APMIT YOU
PENVE ME TO
PISTRACTION.

7 LIKE YOUE BEOTHEER,
HYOU HAVE LEF THIS
CONVERSATION AWAY
FROM THE MOST
ESSENTIAL POINT T
S WAS TEYING TO MAKE L




NEWLY-ARR IVEP SUEST
WILL BE WAITING.

BUT THE OCEAN IS 50
PERFECT THIS MORNING.

PEEFECT BEAUTY,

VICTORIA MARAGOD
LIVEF N ME;TY
MELANCHOL
EMBEACEP rr 45 SOME
PP A LOVER-—

- - THOUGH SHE HAP
NEVER HAP A LOVEKE,
AMP WASN'T SURE SHE
WANTEDP ONE-—

—— FEAREP THE \VEA,
PWELT ON THE

MALE, AS PERFECT AS
THE OCEAN.

SUE PI7 NOT

THE FEELINGS LEFT
HER AT TIMES IN A

LOMETHING WRONG.,

STILL, IF ONE HAP
TOLG HER THIS WAS

| MERELY A NATUCAL
PART OF HERE ;

| SEXUALITY SHE WOULEP

N ZENIED 1T racsionsTEN. b

YET, SHE LWSEQ‘&
ENGULFEF IN THE
VSK?N oF WH«G IN HER

ON THE
‘5HG‘EE LNE
FASC INATEC B8Y THE

PERSUAFING HERSELF
TO LEAVE THE
ALLURING FANTASY,




YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT
THE BEUSSIANS ARE FEEALLY )
AP TOT |LL TFLL. 3‘0(.«” 2

\ o7
EEPONGET o2 g T

ITS AS T TRIEP TO
EXPLAIN EAELIER: OTHER
COUNTRIES CONVERT OUR
PORTS AND LANT, YOU

WAIT ANP SEE, TIME WILL
BEAR ME OU'T’

(You ARE AFRAIZ OF INVASION FROM
THE FUSSIANST

PFON REAFAEL (OES NOT

POSITION 5%

SECRET——

==AS IF IT IS MERELY
ANOTHEE RuOE 1O
SPREAD COSSIP TO
HELF FASS THE TME
OF Pady.

LET SUCH KNOWLEPSE
EEACLH THE
SHIPS, ALLOW THEM TO
SET SAIL ANP RETURN
TO THEIR OUTPOSTS-~

—-ANP THEY WOULD

- COULV BRING FOWN
B ALL THAT MEMN HAD SPENT
YEARS OF THER LWES
BUILIING !

A PECORATIVE FLOWER--




ILL ANSWER FOR HIM, ANITAL HE CERTAINLY POES FEAE THEM!
HE FEARS ALL FOREIGNERS!

ANP HERE'S WHAT T ASK YOU, PEAR HUSBAND. WHAT WouLp
WE PO IF WE HAZ NO TRAFE WITH THE BUSSIANS,..OR THE
ITALIANS... O THE FEENCHT NOT TO MEMTION THE
OCLASIONAL BOSTON SHIPST

< NOT ST FOR LUXURIES,
AS YOU S0 SCOBNFULLY SUSGEST.

| THEY BRING US &Q0PS THAT HELP,
y US SURVIVE IN ISOLATION .

ANP THOSE SHIPS STILL YOUR TONGUE,
GIVE US MORE AIP THAN ANTONIAL OE "o ﬁTf.'..L ¢
THE COUNTEY THAT IT FoR ‘pO 3
PEMANP‘S OUR LOYALTYY

YOU MAY LOVE SPAIN, BUT YoU
CANNOT PENY FACTS, THE
SPANBH SUPPLY SYSTEM
15 FAILING!

T SwWeEAR, T SEE
MORE. FOREIEN VESSELS,
THAN OUR OWN!

MENTION THE ITALIANS O FRENCH, PIF

THES 15 0BVIOUSLY TOO COMPLICATER

AN BeUE FOR YOU TO PELLSS

RATIONALLY! ANDZ IT 15 CERTANLY

TOO IMPOETANT TO BANPY WORPS

ABOUT OVER THE BREAKFRAST
TABLE!

YOU TWIST MY WORGAS! T PIPN'T ONCE I)

FON'T MING S, T CAN'T SPEAK
FOR AUNT POLORES, BUT

ENJOY STIMULATIA/G NOT THAT ANYONE
CONVERSATION AND ; AT THIS TABLE WoULP
PVERGENT FOINTS ) [0 ANYTHING OF THE
b, OF VIEW-- ) SORT

AS
[ BN'T ALLOMPANIER
BY PEMONSTEATIONS
OF PHYSICAL
VIOLENCE.




VICTORIA MARASO SCARCELY NOTES THE TB\I&ION
A"I‘ THE TABLE.

O COMMITMEN'T 10 \n'iC"I'UﬂA‘S HANFSHAKE,
LiMP ANP mMP -

ANITA SMITIAGO NEVER TRULY TRUSTED FEOPLE WHO PIONT HAVE A FIRNV HANPSHAKE ,
PROBABLY PICKEY THE ATTITUPE UP FEOM H : —~
=1 BROTHER. - GoOZ To MEET You!

THANK YU FOR COMING.




NO PROBLEMO, SENORITA

T LIKE ABOUT
You, VIETORIA,

‘Em&5‘”5 *uﬂém WITH PON RAFAEL 'S
e SENTIMENTS TOWARD|
BEFORE THEY REACH TS

THE BARN-- X FUSSIAN: SE :

AL--
—-SHE WOULPN'T
BE SURPRISEP IF
HE TREATED

| N'Kgléﬂ 26 IF HE




THE BAZKING OF THE SEA OTTER
COMPETES WITH THE CRASHING
SURF,

THE SUNLIEHT SLISTENS OFF
THEIR. FELTS, WET WITH SALT

T KNOW MORE
ABOUT FOXES THAN
! T O SEA OTTERS,




TELL ME, WHAT [0 YOU LIKE TO PO, ;wmiw PO WHAT WE'RE RING NOW. BIPE, YOU KNOW
WHAT THEY S4Y, A HOESE 15 LIKE A SPANIATS
SELONP SELF,

' -
- - = 2 -
e — i, =
=
L -,

T N 5 W
e ' i

WHER THEEE 5 TIME FEOM MY

PUTIES KT THE BANCHERD I LKE

T0 &0 OFF ALONE INTO TO 4
MOUNTAINGS TO HUNT.

BUT YoU KNOW, THE TRUTH
OF IT 15, IT'S NOT THE ACTIUL
KiLL, O THE STALKING T ENJOY]
S0 MUCH A,

OH, THE SOLITUPE, T
GUESS, YOU KNOW WHAT
M 2AYING, LOOKING UP
AT THE NIGHT STARS..,
ALL ALONE, HEARING

THE NOISES OF THE

NIGHT AROUNP YoU.

IT GIVES OMNE...HOW TO PUT [T.. TIME FOR INTROSFPECTION,
T LONSIPER ONE'S LIFE.. WHAT ONE WANTS TO PO,

IT ALSO GIVES A MAN
TIME TO COMMUNE
WITH 6OF._a

IF T WAS |INCLINER TO

&0 HUNTING, SOUNDPS LIKE
THE TYFPE OF HUNTING
e Po.




THE ABOMA OF E YERBA BUENA PLANTS PERMEATES THE AIR,

ANITA S IF THE BOILED ANP
WATER. ‘E-OAKEP LEAVES £AN REALLY
HELP HER BEOTHER

7 DON'T LOOK 40 GLOOMY, ANITA
YOU'LL HAVE VICTORIA CONVINCED )
SHE HAS COMPETITION.

HAVE PLENTY TO TAKE BACK T
LOS ANGELES,

BUT YoU INFULGE HER

HES S0ULZ T PON'T KNOW GOOP FOR YOU! A POSITIVE
ABOUT THAT, HI& PERSONALITYZ| NOTE, VIETORIA NEEDS TO FANTHSIES TDO MUCH, SAMNNAH.
WHO HE Wiss® How HE HEAR MORE OF THAT! "

I GIVEM AT TIMES TO

LAUGHEZ T ALL THAT HAS
SUEELY CHANGED. / | THINK YoU HALF BELIEVE
— ~ : | | THERE 15 JOY IN SUFFERING ||
= 7 L ANP PENIAL OF AT TAINING
1 PRAY THE WHAT ONE LOVES, THAT"
CHANGE 1SN'T / SUCH TRIPE
FOREVER. ’ S —




WATCH OUT, ANITA. TO VICTOR
THOSE ARE FIGHTING WOEPS,

LIKE YOU, INTROSPECTION,
ANF O GIVE ME FEEE
REIN TO MY IMAGINATION ..

THE ONE THAT
OVERLO0KS
LOBOS RocK,
IT'S 50 PEACEFUL
ANP QUIET THEEE.
NO SEALS
YAPPING ALL
THE TIME, TQ
PISEUWPT ONE'S
CONCENTRATION

N FACT, T INTEND
TO &GO TONIGHT,

T AMQUITE CONTENT. T
PON'T NEEF TO FIGHT.

M NOT UNLIKE
~OU. I, TOQ,
ENJOY TIME

WHAT ON EARTH
PO YOU PO SUEH
A THING FORT

T FEEL THE URGE
1S UPON ME AND
MUST BE FULFILLEL




THE &Y LW&EE‘& FOR NIKOLAI
NJ'TC‘NL/ AS \F IT \ML.L- NEVER

BET YoU WERE
BESINNING TO THINK I'P
NEVEE SHOW UP.

THE SUN STUBBORNLY RESISTS
SVBMBA.‘.JGM To THE HORIZO!

lr l.&!

YET, WHEN THE SHAFOWS
ARRIVE THEY BEING NEW
ANXIETY.

HE YEARNMS FOR LAFPY
RAWHIFE'S BRISHTHNESS ANF <5
PARING, %

AN FE;‘-\I’-?‘.:




BETTER CALM YOURSELF, MKOLAL
THIS LOULP BE AN EXHAUSTING
NIGHT,

WHY 15 Im T

[ SUSPECT IM'S NOT THE

KINE OF EXHALSTION I'7
E T TO BEZ

PO, YOU SHOUL P LIKE 1T,
WHAT 0

LOULP REVEAL THE
REAL &ILLER -—

]
T CAN'T PREOVE IT, BUT T
BELIEVE THEEE'S A e0or
POSSIBILITY I'VE DICOVERED
WHO HE I%...0F LOURSE, IF
by HE 60ES TO BEF ANP TO
' 4LEEF T WON'T KNOW
WHETHER T WAS RISHT
OR WRONG. T HOPE. I'A
BIGHT,

—
THE MAN WE'RE

VERY IMPDRTANT
HEREABOUTS,

THE POINT 5, IF HE Ps-
COVERS US AND WE HAVEN'T

L - CAUGHT HIM IN THE ACT, T
- b PONIT KNOW HOW
iy L b WE'LL FROVE IT,
-
PIAS
iy
(] =

SR ey




WHAT KEEPS PUZZLING ME, NIKOLAL 15 THE FACT,

NOW, LISTEN To ME, NIKOLAI, BECAUSE IF
IT IEN'T SOMEONE FROM YOUR SHIP WHO,
1S PESPONSIBLE, THEM IT SEEMS TO _4
ME THEEE HAF 1O BE OTHEEZ
KILLINGS-— __

-= BUT IF THERE

WAS, WHAT T CAN'T
FIGURE, WHY CON'T
ANY OF THE PEOPLE

T HAPN'T GWEN THAT A



IF THE WOMEN WERE 240, IF THE KILLINGS ITACARES THE HELL

PN T LAST

NIGHT, ANP T ON'T

SEE HOW THEY COULE..

THIS KILLER'S PONE
THIS BEFOSE.

BOPY WIAN'T FOUND,

KINF OF UPBOAR WE
EXPERIENCED LAST
MIGHT,

THAT KILL IN THE

L HAF THE IMPRESSION
IT'S LIKE HE SAWES

PON'T KNOW,... ONE
THOUBHT T HAD WAS
THAT HE TIZAVELLEP

OF ANYTHING MONSTZ
LIKE THIS IN MONTEREY
OR LOS ANGELES

EN WEEE BEING Y OUR LOMMUNIZATION
wLLE.!? BELIEVE ME THE NEWS'F HAVE . MAY NOT BE &EAT,

I HAVEN'T THE
FAINTEST 17EA, ©OME-
HOW... IF THE ATTACKS
WERE CONE N SECRET
. ON WOMEN THE

IF WE'RE LUckY.
ONE THING'S Fo
SUEE, PON RARAEL
15 OUT ANP ABOUTY
T ONIGHT.

Jf j

TR
\ S



THE WAVES SLASH BUT ©HE NEEP NOT

HER BROTHER, RAMON, WHEN HE WASN'T
ONTO SHORE ANP

HAVE WORRIEF. LLARRER, WHEN HE WASA'T BLING, TAUSHT
AGAINST WATER HER T USE HERE EYES FOR THE AT OF
ACULPTUREP TRALKING,
MOUNTAIN BASE.

SHE 15 ALWAYS

AND SHE WAS A NATURAL AT TRACKING MOST ANYTHING--

il Al THEN SHE SEES DoN RAFAEL'S
| HORSE, ABANFONET.

i

p—— 1 LEFT ALONE
gt THE WAY HIS WIFE

-




HEE HAMNP SINKS INTO soME-
THING WET ANP SGUISHY, AN
HEEZ HANE ANP MINDT RECORF

THE HOREOR,

ﬁmAETHuJG oMcE. PEFINITELY ALIVE,
N PEAT NP COOLING.

PEAR &OP s vER

FIZST THOUSHT,




ANP HER, EYES ARJUST TO THE
ELOOM, AN7 THE DARK SHAPES
BECOME RECOGNIZABLE,

MORE coRAsSE=S!

MORE CORFSES SINKING INTD
'm'e 24P WBOVE THE TIPE LINE.

2oT, THE VALUABLE PELTS

\ SKINNEDP CORPSES LEFT To

SHE CAN HEAR VOICES, HEAR.”
INSISTENT SURE.

PIF YOU LEAP THE MILITIA
TO Us, POM BAFAELT

H, AS
MueH o Lose As
YOU, CAFPTTAN
MARLOWE.



THE CONSTANT LANGUAGE OF THE
SEA OTTERS |5 STILLER, 4% IF THEFE
BN'T ONE LEFT ALWE,

S QUITE FPOSSIBLE, WITHIN
OMENTS, THEIE VOICES WILL
LSO BE STILLEV--



WHIPPING POST

C/0 TOPPS COMICS, ONE WHITEHALL STREET, NY, NY 10004

‘There were “0” books. We had
ly it’s climbing in value all

GoldenEye ash-can book
d at the James Bond convention.

Dear Don,

Greeting and best wishes from Pakistan. And Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year to all at Topps and to all the readers.

Although a man myself, I like the women with guts and
muscles and those handy with weapons, especially those with some
shortage (or lack) of dress. This makes Lady Rawhide my ideal.
(Psst! Lady Rawhide, where have you been hiding all my life?)

‘Well, I say that you are doing a superb job at Topps on Lady
Rawhide. The story, artwork, characters, everything is really
marvelous.

1 am a doctor (Medical), 31 years old. My field of specialty is
Psychiatry and Drug Addiction. [ may be coming to U.S.A. in the
near future.

I hope my letter gets printed in The Whipping Post. 1 will be glad
if any of the Lady Rawhide’s among the readers would write to me.

Well, Don. Keep it up!

Dr, Saleem Adil
477 -GN

Jomar Town
Lahode, Pakistan

‘Where has Lady Rawhide been hiding all your life? I'm not
sure she’s hiding, Saleem, it's my personal belief she hasn’t
visited Pakistan yet. And then, of course, there’s that pesky
time factor you have to consider. Even if she made it to your
area, it would be in the early 1800s, so you still wouldn’t see her.

It’s illuminating to know that the Lady Rawhide books have
traveled to so many different places, and that she has been
greeted enthusiastically.

And Lady Rawhide and I wish you success in your
ialties of p 'y and drug addicti

Buena, to Lady Rawhide
Phantom! And the thanks goes
Salicrup, who want to put the best |
into your hands! Its rare when you
to make a product better, to correc
that you had no control over, and
the opportunity to do it!
I'ﬂsavetheothernewsc

now, here’s the place where I ask
write us. We want ynurh‘tl‘em.

Dear Don and Renée,

How long, do you know, does it take Adam Hughes to do a
cover such as LADY RAWHIDE #3? It's a shame he can’tdo a
monthly book. Not that Mike Mayhew’s work is anything to
sneeze at. | hope that, when ZORRO returns, he’s back doing the
art chores.

Not much to say about LADY RAWHIDE #3 because not much
happened. Although, I'm pretty sure Don Rafael noticed that red
boot sticking out of Anita’s bed.

It was great meeting you, Don, at the Creation Bond-Con. |
wish | had known ahead of time that you were going to be
attending, then [ would have brought my copies of JAMES BOND:
THE QUASIMODO GAMBIT and the James Bond issue of
TALES OF THE ZOMBIE for you to sign. (Although, I must
warn you, I'm a Roger Moore fan and I don't take kindly to your
comments of his portrayal of Bond.) Since you never received my
letters concerning THE QUASIMODO GAMBIT, and while [ have
your attention, | thought I'd give you a quick summary of what my
letters said.

In a nutshell, I thought the writing was amazing, and very
reminiscent of Fleming. I also said you should get in touch with
Glidrose about writing the Bond novels since Gardner’s next is his
last one. [ hated the covers and | thought that the interior art could
have been better. It seems to me that if you're going to paint a
comic book, your talent had better be up there with Alex Ross.
The only complaint I had, story-wise, was with the sequence where
a bomb explodes at 666 Fifth Avenue. Having visited that building
and since | work across the street from Rockefeller Center, I know
the area pretty well. If a bomb exploded in a top floor of 666,
flaming debris would never touch the tree in Rock Center because
there are too many buildings, tall ones, in the way.



1 think I've bent your ear enough, so I'll stop, now. Looking
forward to LADY RAWHIDE #4, L()N}— RANGER/ZORRO, the
return of ZORRO, the GoldenE: ptation, and, hopefully, a James
Bond continuing series if the aforementioned adaptation sells well.

Delmo (The Saint) Walters, Jr.
Bronx, NY 10462

GOLDENEYE should be on sale at the same time as this
very issue of LADY RAWHIDE, Delmo, so you have lots of
reasons to write. It was good meeting you at the Bond
C , as well as D d Llewelyn, who plays Q. Look
for a photograph of Q and 1 in GOLDENEYE #3, with Q,
believe it or not, reading our comic. Now, that was a blast!

And speaking of blasts, and I’ll handle this quickly, since
many of the readers of LADY RAWHIDE haven’t read JAMES
BOND: THE QUASIMODO GAMBIT, your comment is well-
taken. In 1989, when I wrote the series, I actually photograph-
ed much of the area (Not much of those backgrounds,
especially Shubert Alley, made it into the art), and I know it
wasn’t likely that the fiery debris would extend to Rockefeller
Center, but that area, so well-known internationally, and with
its visually evocative potential (not all realized in the version
you saw) made me want to play with the notion that while
improbable, it was not i ible, if wind current factors and
other variables caused the freakish horror to occur. And 1
think you'll agree, freakier things have happened in
Manhattan, Delmo!

But I will contest your declaration that not much happened
in LADY RAWHIDE #3. Sure, there wasn’t any |

rather slowed just enough for some intriguing characterization.
The boot-under-the-bed trick was tense and very well-done, and
the subject of domestic violence was realistically tackled. It's
refreshing to see some comics still taking chances within
established storylines to branch out and explore new areas.

The three-part “Bad Girl By Any Other Name™ was much
appreciated, not only for its look at Lady Rawhide's carly days, but
for the presentation of the never before seen scripts and sketches.
This feature had such a clarity to it that it could probably be used
as a sort of textbook for aspiring creators when putting together
proposals.

LADY RAWHIDE has thundered through the vast comics
desert of 1995 like a runaway stagecoach. | look forward to the
conclusion of the series and, as always, your future projects.

Mitch Tart
5438 Attaway Ave.
N. Charleston, SC 29406-3700

Mitch, your letter is like cool, cool water when you need it
that doesn’t turn out to be a mirage.

1 worked on LADY RAWHIDE #3, as tense as Anita
Santiago facing Don Raphael Carmelo in that bedroom. 1
hoped the suspense, humor and character interplay would
involve the reader.

1 discussed the sequence with Electric Crayon, saying the
only red I wanted in that scene was her half-revealed boot, so
our attraction is always called to it, much the way Hitchcock
did in DIAL “M” FOR MURDER, when Grace Kelly is dressed

although that flintlock aimed and fired at Lady Rawhide sure
flamed and smokes furiously, but this issue was also the first
time I had a chance to show an extended sequence with Anita
Santiago, which I'm sure you’ll agree is important. It was a
risky and risqué way to go, but one I felt important in defining
her character and giving her a life outside of her costume. For
more on what was happening in LADY RAWHIDE #3, read
Mitch Tart’s letter below.

Dear Don,

The third issue of your latest series, LADY RAWHIDE, was my
favorite to date, and not just because of the funny, eye-catching
Adam Hughes cover. | have longed to catch a glimpse of what Anita
Santiago’s life is like without her red wig, and this issue fit the bill.

The ongoing storyline did not come to a complete halt, but

in I red, and we know she is the object of murder,
and our eyes follow her everywhere. Since some of the stage-
play didn’t make it into the final book, I was worried maybe it
hadn’t worked as effectively as I'd hoped. So, I'm glad you
enjoved it.

We've taken a few more chances with this issue, delving into
so many characters, but I hope they make them real to the
readers, and not just candidates for victims or suspects.

The “Bad Girl By Any Other Name” feature, by the way,
will run through all five issues of “It Can’t Happen Here.” It's
odd that I can in a way reach such a state of anxiety doing these
text features, and even the letters page, as I do writing the
script. Sometimes, 1 just shake my head at myself, I get so, as
Popeye would put it, “Disjustipated™ with myself,

Thanks again, Mitch.

Let’s hear from you real soon.




never to be, and Lady

‘would be the name of this book
reading. I wonder how that would
affected her destiny, if at all. Maybe

- 'in% would have stayed the same.

\ this book would not exist.

o reason Lady Rawhide almost didn't

- keep her name was because everybody was
~ being so reasonable.

I know that sounds like an unlikely
‘reason, but it’s the truth, and this is how the
truth came to be.

Both Jim Salicrup and John Gertz had
been so accessible and supportive during
the long, hard months of shaping what
would become known as “Zorro’s
Renegades” that I took any of their few
concems to heart, and I listened carefully to
the infrequent
reservations they
had. I considered
their opinions days
and nights after
theP;'cl spoken them.

If I'd had edicts
handed down to me
from folks who had
little involvement
with the series,
especially edicts 1

A BAID GIRIL
BY ANY
OTHIER

NAMIE
(or: A Chronicling of the Making ofa

your name listed as
1ave to live with the
You have to live with it for the
life. If that book represents
don’t believe, that you ca
dramatic terms or in pers
vision, if, indeed, it violates wha
dear as a story-teller, the readers d
search of those other names, they look
writer, as well they should. That imp
wrote the words, he expressed the ideas
there are inconsistencies with the charai
why then it must be the writer who was
inconsistent. :

If there is a screw-up in continuity,
inconsistency in the plot, why thenthe
writer must be the one at fault. If the writer
goes off on a long tirade that appears &
curious departure from the chronicling of the
making of a bad girl, then the writer should
be the one to take the rap. If there are
mistakes to be made, I'd like them to be
honest mistakes I
made, and not
someone else’s.

But I also
appreciate it when
other folks you see
listed in the credits
make me aware of
a mistake I've
made, draw it to
my attention, and
let me fix it before

ve emerét]y it ggts out i;h':re
disagreed with, I 1 and can't be
mayg:wt have Bﬂdﬁlﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬁﬂﬂ changed. And
doubted Lady = PART FOUR when people are
e ot ot
changing something = DON MCcEGREGOER ™ respect for each

that I felt seriousl){J
compromised the book or the characters I'd
worried about for months as I developed the
project, knowing me, I'd probably have
resisted tooth and nail, hook and claw. You
can ask about anybody who knows me even
slightly. One only has to look at my
~ historical response in this area. Some might
say, “That’s Don, he’s bone-headed,” and
- they might be right. Others have said I'm an
- “Ironclad Iconoclast,” and “idealist,” a
- “believer i_n-indeﬁendent thought and
tion.” Others have just said, “Hey! The
rt!,” basically because it hasn't
politically incorrect to make short
. Others have said pithier character
sments. Labels. It's easier to have a
| for human beings, that way you don’t
> 10 deal with them as individuals. It
be I'm all of those things, and more. Or

‘bottom line for me is, it's

other, it gives you

the best possible book, and it makes me
pause and consider respectfully the opinions -
that others have expressed. ABRE

All of this brings us to June 2, 1993. I was
in the process of writing ZORRO #4, which
introduced Moonstalker, so the Lady ;
Rawhide issue, ZORRO #3, had already
been written, and throughout she had
called Lady Rawhide. ['was in Jim's 0
on June 2nd, and we weréﬁomg: V
Mayhew’s pencils for ZORRO #1, and les
Eou think we were only considering Lady

awhide’s look (we didn’t have to
over Zorro’s name), we were debat
face and costume. It'd be awhile
Mike reached the drawing stage of

#3. :
We also discussed that
Jim had -ac_c_epteld her na

reluctance, but I gu
Gertz read th



was the

n have had reluctance
er rethink this, and

round with names.

1g with the name Lady

e 10th, I talked with both Jim and
ut Lady Rawhide’s name. My wife,
ight [ was crazy to change the
was reluctant to be the deciding
name, if the rest of us felt
about it. John was leaning toward
ly Mayhem name.
ow, on June 11th, the radiant
talented Paulette Powell had
nized a fund raising session
| comic book writers reading
from their works. Paulette had
put together the talent, the
promotion for the show, and she
would one day affect Lady
Rawhide that no one could
predict. On the day before
the show, I called Jim, who
was also going to read, not
from his own work, but Stan
Lee and Jack Kirby's. Jim
warned me the reading would
- only be fifteen minutes per
; 'Kgrson. He also said that Rick
- Magyar would be inking the :
" DRACLILA VS. ZORRO book, and I £/}
~ was excited about that. And, oh,
Kﬁs, since John liked ],ad%{l e
- Mayhem, why don't we change the
* name to Lady Mayhem, and I ) &
agreed. [ felt a little longing for the /7 X
name; after all, I'd already written
ZORRO #3, and to me, she wasn't
!L_us_t a name anymore, she was
Lady Rawhide, although we all
know that in early Spanish
California, everybody would be
cﬁéng her “Senorita” and not

: I]LBut-orl ]'{;‘:‘i 10th, I};ddagrccd, we’'d
all agreed, Rawhide was going to
%;"b'eco'me Lady l\}zliayhem. :

. I might have had some regrets, but as
was concerned, it was a done deal.
une 11th, I traveled into the city with

n, Rob, met my wife, Marsha, at the
3 Gallery on the Bowery for
charity show to help kids with
[ ﬁmOL[:ﬁht it was great that
ay that comics writers
k kids, and I was glad to be a
aiman did an affectin;

~INC., with my wife. I'd never

chance to share the stage with her
and she’s an incredibly talented p
But one has to say, the man who
show that night, and I say this not’
he’s the editor-in-chief, but because he
so energetically inspired, was Jim. He
on that stage and read one of those old
Marvel monster books, and soft-spoken Jim
became this wild madman. I'd been sitting
with him before he went up on the stage,
and had no idea what he intended to do.
He had me laughing so hard, I had tears in
ngr eyes. You should have been there.
A5~ Next time Paulette puts together one
2% . of these stage shows, if you're in the
: citx}area, you ought to check it out.
v Now, again it would seem I've gone
off on a tangent about the
Gargoyles and Angels show, but
A once again, I'm going to bring
} this all around, hopefully, and
% show you how it was ultimately
pertinent to Lady Rawhide.
¥ After the show, Paulette had
J a reception at the Four Color
“#3. Images on Broadway. And it
was there, in that crowded
7 room, that Lady Mayhem
v

received her death notice and
1 would be heard from no more.
B\" Iwas talking with Leslie
Senko, a friend of Marsha’s, about
L), the name change from Lady
A\ Rawhide to Lady Mayhem, and
N \ she narrowed her eyes and
W\ pinned me to the spot and said,
Y\ “Why, Don, why would you do
Y athing like that? Lady
Rawhide is a name of strength,
! of a woman who is touﬁh an
\ independent. Lady Mayhem implies
/ a woman who is out of control.”

And right there, without a further
word, I knew she was right, and I
knew Lady Rawhide couldn’t be Lady

Mayhem. ‘And it was going to be a long
weekend before I could call Jim and
John and tell them we were back to Lady
¥ Rawhide, and explain to them the '

reasons why. And thanks to both of them
for understanding.

The bad girl's name was never to change
again. v

gThere was still one thing Lady Rawhide
didn’t have.

And that was a corset! A

And for some, that red splash of material
would become a most controversial corset!




